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Goals and Objectives of the Seminar 


5	
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  solu>ons,	
  next	
  steps	
  
• Community	
  of	
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  and	
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Session 1 
The Problem:  

Increasing College & Career Readiness and Employment 
for High School Students in Philadelphia


 
January 15, 2016 
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Setting the Stage: 


 Why do we need to increase college and career 
readiness and employment for high school students 

in Philadelphia?  



Preparing Today’s Students for  
Tomorrow’s Jobs in Metropolitan America 


Perna,	
  L.W.	
  (2010).	
  Preparing	
  Today’s	
  Students	
  for	
  
Tomorrow’s	
  Jobs	
  in	
  Metropolitan	
  American.	
  

Philadelphia,	
  PA:	
  University	
  of	
  Pennsylvania	
  Press.	
  



Understanding the Working College Student


Perna,	
  L.W.	
  (Ed.,	
  2010).	
  Understanding	
  the	
  working	
  
college	
  student:	
  New	
  research	
  and	
  its	
  implicaBons	
  for	
  

policy	
  and	
  pracBce.	
  Herndon,	
  VA:	
  Stylus	
  Publishing,	
  LLC	
  .	
  



Distribution of Jobs and Workers by 
Educational Attainment  

(Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington Metro Area, 2010)


 
 

Source:	
  Rothwell,	
  J.	
  (2012,	
  August	
  29).	
  EducaBon,	
  job	
  openings,	
  
	
  and	
  unemployment.	
  Washington,	
  DC:	
  Brookings	
  Ins>tu>on.	
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Higher Education Is Increasingly Important  
To Individual AND Societal Well-Being

Salaries Increase with Educational Attainment 

Source:	
  Carnevale,	
  A.,	
  Smith,	
  N.,	
  &	
  Strohl,	
  J.	
  (2010).	
  Help	
  wanted.	
  
Washington,	
  DC:	
  Georgetown	
  Center	
  for	
  Workforce	
  and	
  the	
  Economy.	
  	
  



Available Jobs in the U.S. Increasingly 
Require Postsecondary Education


 
 

Source:	
  Carnevale,	
  A.,	
  Smith,	
  N.,	
  &	
  Strohl,	
  J.	
  (2013).	
  	
  Recovery:	
  	
  
Job	
  growth	
  and	
  educaBon	
  requirements	
  through	
  2020.	
  	
  Washington,	
  DC:	
  

Georgetown	
  Center	
  on	
  Educa>on	
  and	
  the	
  Workforce	
  .	
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Educational Attainment of Students  
in Philadelphia Lags the National Average 

(2004-05 and 2005-06 9th graders)


 
 

Source:	
  Strategic	
  Data	
  Project.	
  (2013).	
  	
  College-­‐Going	
  DiagnosBc:	
  	
  
School	
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  Harvard	
  University.	
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Program of Research on How to Improve  
College Access, Persistence, and Attainment 




Educational Attainment Is 
A Longitudinal Process


Aspire	
   Prepare	
   Apply	
   Enroll	
   Engage	
  
Learn	
  /
Persist	
  /	
  
Complete	
  	
  	
  



More Students In Philadelphia Intend to 
Enroll in College Than Actually Enroll 

(2010-11 High School Exit Survey)


 
 

Source:	
  Strategic	
  Data	
  Project.	
  (2013).	
  	
  College-­‐Going	
  DiagnosBc:	
  	
  
School	
  District	
  of	
  Philadelphia.	
  	
  Cambridge,	
  MA:	
  Harvard	
  University.	
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When Students First Fall Off Track 
(Among Students Who Entered H.S. in 2004-05 and 2006-07  

And Were Ever Off Track to Graduate H.S. in 4 Years)


 
 

Source:	
  Strategic	
  Data	
  Project.	
  (2013).	
  	
  College-­‐Going	
  DiagnosBc:	
  	
  
School	
  District	
  of	
  Philadelphia.	
  	
  Cambridge,	
  MA:	
  Harvard	
  University.	
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High School Completion Rates Vary 
by High School Type 

(Students who Were 9th Graders in 2004-05 and 2005-06) 


 
 

Source:	
  Strategic	
  Data	
  Project.	
  (2013).	
  	
  College-­‐Going	
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  Cambridge,	
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  Harvard	
  University.	
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College Enrollment Rates Vary  
 by High School Type 

(Students who Were 9th Graders in 2004-05 and 2005-06) 


 
 

Source:	
  Strategic	
  Data	
  Project.	
  (2013).	
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College Enrollment Decisions:  
Students Weigh the Benefits and Costs


Source: Derived from Perna, L. W. (2006). Studying college choice:  
A proposed conceptual model. In J. C. Smart (Ed.), Higher Education:  
Handbook of theory and research, Vol. XXI .   
 



Multiple Forces Influence Higher Education Attainment


Source: Derived from Perna, L. W. (2006). Studying college choice:  
A proposed conceptual model.  In J. C. Smart (Ed.), Higher Education:  
Handbook of theory and research, Vol. XXI (pp. 99-157).   Springer.   



Improving Higher Education Attainment Requires  
Attention to the Context


Source: Derived from Perna, L. W. (2006). Studying college choice:  
A proposed conceptual model.  In J. C. Smart (Ed.), Higher Education:   
Handbook of theory and research, Vol. XXI (pp. 99-157). Springer.   



What Can Be Done to Address Systemic 
and Structural Barriers? 



