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What does a university and health system have 
to do with creating jobs and supporting 
economic development?  

 

It is part of the Philadelphia story of the last 50 
years, and the next 50 years.  



University City  
Neighborhood Stats: 

ÅJobs: 72,997 (10% of all PHL 

jobs) 

ÅSq. ft. office space:.2.5M (95% 

occupied) 

ÅRetail Premises: 750 (90% 

occupied) 

ÅResidential Population: 50,000. 

(50% 25 years or older with 

Bachelorôs Degree) 

ÅAve. HH Income: $48,000 

ÅMedian Home sale price 

$314,000 

ÅResidential occupancy: 90% 

ÅCollege Students: 43,000 
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Education and health 
services recorded 
the largest 
employment gain, 
adding more than 
11,000 jobs in 
Philadelphia,  since 
November 2012. 
 
Greater Philadelphia 
is the 2nd  largest 
medical research & 
education center in 
the United States. 

Construction & 
Mining, 1.6% 

Manufacturing, 
3.2% 

Trade, 
Transportation, 

& Utilities, 
13.7% 

Information,  
1.7% 

Financial 
Activities, 6.2% 

Professional & 
Business 

Services, 13.0% 

Education & 
Health Services, 

31.6% 

Leisure & 
Hospitality, 

9.7% 

Other Services, 
4.2% 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. Quarterly Census of Employment and 

Wages. 

*2014 averages are calculated using preliminary numbers for December 

2014, and are subject to change. 
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HIS & Walter Licht, Professor of History at the University of Pennsylvania 

Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Philadelphia Works, Sept. 2015 

Massive Change in Philadelphia Job Types: From Brawn to Brains  
 

1950 ï 2015 
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Once we were The  ñWorkshop  of the Worldò known for a range of trades  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Historic Loss of Population, second only to Detroit in the same time frame 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Some Trend Lines are Turning Positive 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Did this impact University City and Penn?   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Urban Renewal 

Science Center Blight  

Campus Character  

Increase in Crime  

Students Vote with their feet 

Milestones of note 


