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2008 DVMSAC MIDDLE SCHOOL  
STUDENT LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE  

PROGRAM 
 
8:15-8:45  REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 
   Lower Lobby 
        
9:00-9:15  WELCOME  
   Ben Franklin Ballroom 3-4-5 

     
 

Dr. Robert L.  Jarvis, DVMSAC Co-Director 
Penn Center for Educational Leadership 

University of Pennsylvania Graduate School of Education 
  

Dr. Claudia Lyles, DVMSAC Co-Director  
Cherry Hill Public Schools 

 
 

9:15-10:00  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
   Ben Franklin Ballroom 3-4-5  
 

 
Introduction 

“Mrs. Carol Nejman, Principal, Elkins Park School, School District of Cheltenham Township” 
 
 

 
 

Mychal Wynn 
Educator, Author, and National Consultant 

Marietta, GA 
 

Mr. Mychal Wynn was born in Pike County, Alabama during the year of the Montgomery Bus Boycott.  At just six 
months of age, he was given up for adoption and raised in the segregated black ghetto of Chicago's south side.  
 
A low-performing student throughout elementary and middle school, he beat the odds to survive the gangs and 
despair of poverty to graduate with honors from Boston's Northeastern University as his family's first college 
graduate.  
 
Mr. Wynn left a high-paying career as a systems design analyst to pursue his dream of writing- a dream that his 
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high school guidance counselor assured him was impossible with his declaration, "There ain't no jobs for no 
Negro writer."  
 
Mychal took his dream of writing, together with his passion for teaching, to South Central Los Angeles, where he 
volunteered to teach language, public speaking, and poetry to African-American and Latino students in several 
South Central Los Angeles middle schools.  
 
With his passion for teaching, his understanding of children living in poverty, and his unique knowledge of "the 
hidden rules" of school success, Mr. Wynn inspired students to use language as one of the keys to opening the 
doors to higher education.  
 
Over the past two decades, Mr. Wynn, with his wife, has built a successful publishing company, achieved 
international acclaim for his 17 published books, trained over 100,000 teachers, inspired over 500,000 parents 
and students, raised two children, one of whom currently attends Amherst College.  
 
As a highly respected and much sought after consultant to schools and school districts throughout the United 
States, Canada, the Caribbean, and Bermuda, Mychal Wynn is a living testimony to his belief that, "Where you 
come from does not determine where you are going, only where you begin." 

 
 

 

10:15-11:00 BREAKOUT SESSION 1  
 
 

1.   “FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS”   
 
FACILITATOR:   Mr. Mychal Wynn, Author, Educational Consultant, and CEO of Rising Sun Publishing 
  Marietta, GA  
 
MODERATOR:  Mrs. Ruth Geisel, MS Principal 
  Bristol Township School District 
  Levittown, PA 
 
ROOM:   Ben Franklin 1 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  In small group discussion, Mr. Wynn will engage students in an open and candid 
question and answer session. Students frequently raise such issues as peer pressures; whether or not certain 
dreams and aspirations are realistic; the issues confronting Mr. Wynn as a husband and father; the issues and 
obstacles which Mr. Wynn had to overcome growing up in poverty; and much, much more. 
  
  
2.   “THINKING ABOUT GETTING INTO YOUR COLLEGE OF CHOICE NOW” 
 
FACILITATORS: Mr. Marshall Mitchell, Executive Vice President 

Wilberforce University, Wilberforce, OH  
   
  Dr. Stephen Jones, College of Engineering, Associate Dean for Student Programs 

Villanova University, Villanova, PA 
 
  Dr. Doreen Loury, Assistant Professor of Sociology and Director of ACT 101 Program 

Arcadia University, Glenside, PA 
 
MODERATOR:   Mrs. Bernice Green, School Social Worker 
  Lower Merion School District 
  Ardmore, PA 
 
ROOM:    Ben Franklin 2 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  This workshop will provide you with a general overview of the ideologies of different 
colleges and how these ideologies shape your readiness, preparation, and decision-making in the future.  
Increasingly middle school students must have a better, more refined sense of their short-term and long-term 
futures.  College choices have an enormous impact upon the shaping of young people's futures in a way that 
they did not in the past.  Start your college planning now! 
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3.   “FINDING YOUR PASSION” 
 
FACILITATOR: Mrs. Estelle Richman, Secretary of Public Welfare 
  Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
  Harrisburg, PA 
 
MODERATOR:   Ms. Lisa Kamal, Teacher 
  School District of Cheltenham Township 
  Elkins Park, PA 
 
ROOM:  Chestnut 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  Mrs. Richman will share with students about her own experiences of growing up in the 
segregated South and overcoming racism in order to follow her passion of helping others less fortunate- a 
legacy started by her father.  As a child, Mrs. Richman was told by her parents, "you will be okay, only if you 
exceed everyone's expectations.”  This message will be shared with students so they too can exceed 
expectations and continue the legacy of being tomorrow's leaders as well as giving back to their communities. 
 
 

4.    "HABITS FOR A SUCCESSFUL JOURNEY THROUGH THE TEEN YEARS" 
   
FACILITATOR:   Ms. Barbara Moore Williams, Educational Consultant  
  Philadelphia, PA 
 
MODERATOR:   Mrs. Lynne Partridge, Teacher 
  Lower Merion School District 
  Ardmore, PA 
 
ROOM:   University Suite 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  Going through teenage years can be the most exciting times and the most challenging. 
The journey can be made less stressful and more successful by practicing a few important habits.  In this 
session you will get an overview of several of the “successful habits of mind” that will lead to an improved self 
image, better relationships with peers and teachers, ability to resist negative peer pressures and tips on how to 
set and achieve your goals. Be a part of an exciting and interactive session that will help you in your journey to a 
successful life.   
            
     

5.    “FINDING & MAKING TIME FOR SUCCESS” 
 
FACILITATORS: Dr. Jill Clark, Vice Principal, Cheltenham High School  
  Steven Ahn-Tuan Le, Student Leader 
                 Garry Dorsainvil, Student Leader 
             Samantha Gonzalez, Student Leader 
             Jasmine King, Student Leader 
  Brandon Roberts, Student Leader 
            Arae Young, Student Leader 
            School District of Cheltenham Township 
            Elkins Park, PA 
 
MODERATOR:   Mrs. Alyse S. Halpin, Teacher 
  Kennett Consolidated School District 
  Kennett Square, PA 
 
ROOM:   Fairmount Suite 1 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  Student leaders from Cheltenham High School will come together to share the do’s 
and don’ts of navigating the sometimes slippery slopes of high school. The panel will discuss their own 
successes and struggles as well as give survival tips geared toward how their middle school audience might 
learn from their experiences.  This workshop is student-centered, and will include interactive discussion and 
time for questions. 
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6.   “BE TRUE TO YOURSELF”  
 
FACILITATOR:         Mr. John White, Jr., Exec Director of Consortium, Inc. and former Secretary of Welfare for the  
             Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
             Philadelphia, PA 
 . 
MODERATOR:    Ms. Tara Aldrich, Teacher 
    Springfield Township School District 
    Oreland, PA 
    
ROOM:    William Penn Suite  
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  Middle school students are becoming aware of who they are on multiple levels. In this 
session, students will begin to identify their personal beliefs and understandings regarding what they value.  
Where a student’s moral compass is pointing will help him or her navigate toward educational goals and 
success. 
 
 

11:00-12:00 LUNCH, MIX AND MINGLE AND GROUP PHOTOS  
   Ben Franklin 3-4-5 
  
 
12:15-1:00  BREAKOUT SESSION 2  

 
 

1.   “FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS”   
 
FACILITATOR:   Mr. Mychal Wynn, Author, Educational Consultant, and CEO of Rising Sun Publishing 
  Marietta, GA  
 
MODERATOR:  Ms. Ashley Oleszewski, Teacher 
  Morrisville School District 
  Morrisville, PA 
 
ROOM:   Ben Franklin 1 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  In small group discussion, Mr. Wynn will engage students in an open and candid 
question and answer session. Students frequently raise such issues as peer pressures; whether or not certain 
dreams and aspirations are realistic; the issues confronting Mr. Wynn as a husband and father; the issues and 
obstacles which Mr. Wynn had to overcome growing up in poverty; and much, much more. 
 
 

2.   “THINKING ABOUT GETTING INTO YOUR COLLEGE OF CHOICE NOW” 
 
 
FACILITATORS: Mr. Marshall Mitchell, Executive Vice President 

Wilberforce University, Wilberforce, OH  
   
  Dr. Stephen Jones, College of Engineering, Associate Dean for Student Programs 

Villanova University, Villanova, PA 
 
  Dr. Doreen Loury, Assistant Professor of Sociology and Director of ACT 101 Program 

Arcadia University, Glenside, PA 
 
MODERATOR:   Mr. David Poindexter, Teacher 
  School District of Cheltenham Township 
  Elkins Park, PA 
 
ROOM:    Ben Franklin 2 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  This workshop will provide you with a general overview of the ideologies of different 
colleges and how these ideologies shape your readiness, preparation, and decision-making in the future.  
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Increasingly middle school students must have a better, more refined sense of their short-term and long-term 
futures.  College choices have an enormous impact upon the shaping of young people's futures in a way that 
they did not in the past.  Start your college planning now! 
 
 

3.   “FINDING YOUR PASSION” 
 
FACILITATOR: Mrs. Estelle Richman, Secretary of Public Welfare 
  Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
  Harrisburg, PA 
 
MODERATOR:   Mrs. Lynne Partridge, Teacher 
  Lower Merion School District 
  Ardmore, PA 
 
ROOM:  Chestnut 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  Mrs. Richman will share with students about her own experiences of growing up in the 
segregated South and overcoming racism in order to follow her passion of helping others less fortunate- a 
legacy started by her father.  As a child, Mrs. Richman was told by her parents, "you will be okay, only if you 
exceed everyone's expectations.”  This message will be relayed to students so they too can exceed expectations 
and continue the legacy of being tomorrow's leaders as well as giving back to their communities. 
 
 

4.   "HABITS FOR A SUCCESSFUL JOURNEY THROUGH THE TEEN YEARS" 
   
FACILITATOR:   Ms. Barbara Moore Williams, Educational Consultant  
  Philadelphia, PA 
 
MODERATOR:   Mrs. Alyse S. Halpin, Teacher 
  Kennett Consolidated School District 
  Kennett Square, PA 
 
ROOM:   University Suite 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  Going through teenage years can be the most exciting times and the most challenging. 
The journey can be made less stressful and more successful by practicing a few important habits.  In this 
session you will get an overview of several of the “successful habits of mind” that will lead to an improved self 
image, better relationships with peers and teachers, ability to resist negative peer pressures and tips on how to 
set and achieve your goals. Be a part of an exciting and interactive session that will help you in your journey to a 
successful life.   
  
                             
5.   “FINDING & MAKING TIME FOR SUCCESS” 
 
FACILITATORS: Dr. Jill Clark, Vice Principal, Cheltenham High School  
  Steven Ahn-Tuan Le, Student Leader 
                 Garry Dorsainvil, Student Leader 
             Samantha Gonzalez, Student Leader 
             Jasmine King, Student Leader 
  Brandon Roberts, Student Leader 
            Arae Young, Student Leader 
            School District of Cheltenham Township 
            Elkins Park, PA 
 
MODERATOR:   Mrs. Bernice Green, School Social Worker 
  Lower Merion School District 
  Ardmore, PA 
 
ROOM:   Fairmount Suite 1 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  Student leaders from Cheltenham High School will come together to share the do’s 
and don’ts of navigating the sometimes slippery slopes of high school. The panel will discuss their own 
successes and struggles as well as give survival tips geared toward how their middle school audience might 
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learn from their experiences. This workshop is student-centered, and will include interactive discussion and time 
for questions. 
 
  

6.   “ETHNIC NOTIONS OF THE MIND: AFRICAN AMERICAN STEREOTYPES 
AND CULTURAL LEADERSHIP”   
 
FACILITATOR:   Dr. Crystal Lucky, Associate Professor of English, Africana Studies and Women Studies 
  Villanova University 
  Villanova, PA  
 
MODERATOR:  Ms. Lisa Kamal, Teacher 
  School District of Cheltenham Township 
  Elkins Park, PA 
 
ROOM:   William Penn Suite 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  In this session, we will investigate the origins of African American stereotypes and 
consider their legacy in contemporary American culture.  The session will ask students to think about visual and 
literary examples in their everyday lives and will require some reading, writing, and small group discussion.  
Students should come to the session with a pen or pencil.  
 
 

1:15-2:00  BREAKOUT SESSION 3  
 

1.   “FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS”   
 
FACILITATOR:   Mr. Mychal Wynn, Author, Educational Consultant, and CEO of Rising Sun Publishing, 
  Marietta, GA  
 
MODERATOR:  Ms. Tara Aldrich, Teacher 
  Springfield Township School District 
  Oreland, PA 
 
ROOM:   Ben Franklin 1 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  In small group discussion, Mr. Wynn will engage students in an open and candid 
question and answer session. Students frequently raise such issues as peer pressures; whether or not certain 
dreams and aspirations are realistic; the issues confronting Mr. Wynn as a husband and father; the issues and 
obstacles which Mr. Wynn had to overcome growing up in poverty; and much, much more. 
 
 

2.   “THINKING ABOUT GETTING INTO YOUR COLLEGE OF CHOICE NOW” 
 
FACILITATORS: Mr. Marshall Mitchell, Executive Vice President 

Wilberforce University, Wilberforce, OH  
   
  Dr. Stephen Jones, College of Engineering, Associate Dean for Student Programs 

Villanova University, Villanova, PA 
 
  Dr. Doreen Loury, Assistant Professor of Sociology and Director of ACT 101 Program 

Arcadia University, Glenside, PA 
 
MODERATOR:    
 
ROOM:    Ben Franklin 2 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  This workshop will provide you with a general overview of the ideologies of different 
colleges and how these ideologies shape your readiness, preparation, and decision-making in the future.  
Increasingly middle school students must have a better, more refined sense of their short-term and long-term 
futures.  College choices have an enormous impact upon the shaping of young people's futures in a way that 
they did not in the past.  Start your college planning now! 
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3.   “FINDING YOUR PASSION” 
 
FACILITATOR: Mrs. Estelle Richman, Secretary of Public Welfare 
  Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
  Harrisburg, PA 
 
MODERATOR:   Mrs. Ruth Geisel, MS Principal 
  Bristol Township School District 
  Levittown, PA 
 
ROOM:  Chestnut 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  Mrs. Richman will share with students about her own experiences of growing up in the 
segregated South and overcoming racism in order to follow her passion of helping others less fortunate- a 
legacy started by her father.  As a child, Mrs. Richman was told by her parents, "you will be okay, only if you 
exceed everyone's expectations.”  This message will be relayed to students so they too can exceed expectations 
and continue the legacy of being tomorrow's leaders as well as giving back to their communities. 
 
 

4.   "HABITS FOR A SUCCESSFUL JOURNEY THROUGH THE TEEN YEARS" 
   
FACILITATOR:   Ms. Barbara Moore Williams, Educational Consultant 
  Philadelphia, PA  
 
MODERATOR:   Ms. Peggy Levesque, Dean of Students 
  Rose Tree Media School District 
  Media, PA 
 
ROOM:   University Suite 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  Going through teenage years can be the most exciting times and the most challenging. 
The journey can be made less stressful and more successful by practicing a few important habits.  In this 
session you will get an overview of several of the “successful habits of mind” that will lead to an improved self 
image, better relationships with peers and teachers, ability to resist negative peer pressures and tips on how to 
set and achieve your goals. Be a part of an exciting and interactive session that will help you in your journey to a 
successful life.   
                          
 

5.   “FINDING & MAKING TIME FOR SUCCESS” 
 
FACILITATORS: Dr. Jill Clark, Vice Principal, Cheltenham High School  
  Steven Ahn-Tuan Le, Student Leader 
                 Garry Dorsainvil, Student Leader 
             Samantha Gonzalez, Student Leader 
             Jasmine King, Student Leader 
  Brandon Roberts, Student Leader 
            Arae Young, Student Leader 
            School District of Cheltenham Township 
            Elkins Park, PA 
 
MODERATOR:   Ms. Yanell Holiday, Student Advocate, Cherry Hill Public Schools 
 
ROOM:   Fairmount Suite 1 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  Student leaders from Cheltenham High School will come together to share the do’s 
and don’ts of navigating the sometimes slippery slopes of high school. The panel will discuss their own 
successes and struggles as well as give survival tips geared toward how their middle school audience might 
learn from their experiences.  This workshop is student-centered, and will include interactive discussion and 
time for questions. 
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6.   “ETHNIC NOTIONS OF THE MIND: AFRICAN AMERICAN STEREOTYPES 
AND CULTURAL LEADERSHIP”   
 
FACILITATOR:   Dr. Crystal Lucky, Associate Professor of English, Africana Studies and Women Studies 
  Villanova University  
 
MODERATOR:  Mrs. Alyse S. Halpin, Teacher 
  Kennett Consolidated School District 
  Kennett Square, PA 
 
ROOM:   William Penn Suite 
 
SESSION DESCRIPTION:  In this session, we will investigate the origins of African American stereotypes and 
consider their legacy in contemporary American culture.  The session will ask students to think about visual and 
literary examples in their everyday lives and will require some reading, writing, and small group discussion.  
Students should come to the session with a pen or pencil.  
 
 
2:15-2:45  DEBRIEFING AND GROUP REFLECTION 
   Ben Franklin 3-4-5 
    
 
2:45-3:00  BUSES DEPART 
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2007-08 
DELAWARE VALLEY MINORITY STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

CONSORTIUM MEMBER DISTRICTS 
 
Abington School District     Bensalem Township School District  
Amy Sichel, Superintendent     James Lombardo, Superintendent 
Abington, PA      Bensalem, PA 
Montgomery County     Bucks County 
 
Brandywine School District   Bristol Township School District 
James Scanlon, Superintendent   Ellen Budman, Superintendent 
Claymont, DE     Levittown, PA 
New Castle County     Bucks County 
 
Bucks County Intermediate Unit #22  Centennial School District  
Barry Gallaso, Executive Director   Michael Masko, Superintendent 
Doylestown, PA     Warminster, PA 
Bucks County     Bucks County 
 
Cheltenham Township School District  Cherry Hill Public Schools 
William Kiefer, Superintendent    David Campbell, Superintendent 
Elkins Park, PA     Cherry Hill, NJ 
Montgomery County     Camden County 
 
Coatesville Area School District   Collingswood School District 
Richard Como, Superintendent    Scott Oswald, Superintendent 
Coatesville, PA     Collingswood, NJ  
Chester County     Camden County 
 
Delaware County Intermediate Unit #25  Kennett Consolidated School District  
Christopher McGinley, Executive Director   Rudy Karkosak, Superintendent 
Morton, PA     Kennett Square, PA 
Delaware County     Chester County 
 
Lindenwold Public Schools   Lower Merion School District  
Geraldine Carroll, Superintendent   Jamie Savedoff, Superintendent 
Lindenwold, NJ     Ardmore, PA 
Camden County     Montgomery County 
   
Moorestown Township Public Schools  Morrisville Borough School District 
John Bach, Superintendent    Elizabeth Yonson, Superintendent 
Moorestown, NJ     Morrisville, PA 
Burlington County     Bucks County 
      
North Penn School District   Norristown Area School District 
Robert Hassler, Superintendent    Janet Samuels, Superintendent 
Lansdale, PA     Norristown, PA 
Montgomery County     Montgomery County 
 
Princeton Regional Schools   Pottsgrove School District 
Judith Wilson, Superintendent    Bradley Landis, Superintendent 
Princeton, NJ     Pottstown, PA 
Mercer County     Montgomery County 
 
Rose Tree Media School District   Springfield School District 
Denise Kerr, Superintendent    James Capolupo, Superintendent 
Media, PA      Springfield, PA 
Delaware County     Delaware County 
 
Springfield Township School District  Upper Dublin School District   
Roseann Nyiri, Superintendent    Michael Pladus, Superintendent 
Oreland, PA     Maple Glen, PA 
Montgomery County     Montgomery County 
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Upper Merion School District   Wissahickon School District  
Melissa Jamula, Superintendent   Stanley Durtan, Superintendent 
King of Prussia, PA     Ambler, PA 
Montgomery County     Montgomery County 
 
West Chester Area School District 
Alan Elko, Superintendent 
West Chester, PA 
Chester County  
 
 
 

Many Thanks To The 2008  
DVMSAC Student Leadership Institute  

Planning Committee! 
 

Tara Aldrich                                        Teacher       Springfield Township School District 
Jonathan Bauer  Principal    Upper Merion School District 
Jill Clark  Vice Principal   School District of Cheltenham Twp 
Derrick Coleman  Teacher    Kennett Consolidated School District 
Bill Ferrara  Vice Principal   Morrisville School District 
Lyn Fields  Principal    Wissahickon School District 
Cynthia Garvin  Student Relations   Rose Tree Media 
Ruth Geisel  Principal    Bristol Township School District 
Mike Gliniak  Principal    Brandywine School District 
Bernice Green  School Social Worker  Lower Merion School District 
Alyse Halpin  Teacher                                                 Kennett Consolidated School District 
Bill Hayes  Principal    Wissahickon School District  
Yanell Holiday  Student Advocate   Cherry Hill Public Schools 
Bob Jarvis  DVMSAC Co-Director  Penn Center for Ed Leadership 
Elisa Kamal  Teacher    School District of Cheltenham Twp 
Lenora Keel  School Social Worker  Princeton Regional Schools 
Ken Kelman  Teacher    Morrisville School District 
Elaine Kirkland  Vice Principal   West Chester Area School District 
Peggy Levesque  Dean of Students   Rose Tree Media 
Charles McGill  Student Advocate   Cherry Hill Public Schools 
Bill McRae  Teacher    Springfield School District 
Tina Mitchell  Vice Principal   Springfield Township School District 
Elizabeth Nardozzi  Teacher    Kennett Consolidated School District 
Carol Nejman  Principal                                              School District of Cheltenham Twp 
Ashley Oleszewski  Teacher    Morrisville School District 
Lynne Partridge  Teacher                                                 Lower Merion School District 
Dave Perrine  Teacher    Wissahickon School District 
Tracy Phelan  Teacher    Coatesville Area School District 
David Poindexter  Teacher                                                 School District of Cheltenham Twp 
Jennifer Schueller  Teacher                                                 Bristol Township School District 
Tom Vail  Teacher    Brandywine School District 
Angela Williams  Assistant Principal  West Chester Area School District 
Leslie Woodward  Assistant Principal  Lindenwold Public Schools 
Christine Zubairu  Assistant Principal  School District of Cheltenham Twp 

 
 


