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Working with Information - Major Shifts 

1990 2000 

Blogs Wikis Micro Blogs 

Internet Revolution incomplete without consumption platform. 

Word Processors Doc Management 

Desktop 

Websites 

Web 
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Online Reading & Research 

Credit: Steve Pyke for TIME 

Copy to Word 

Lost in folders 
Formatting distorted 

Copy to email 

Lost in inbox 
Missing context 

Print 

Lost in a pile 
Physical burden 

Online Reading & Research: Inconvenient 
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Innovative Solution 

work the Web 
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scrible: Bookmarklet and Toolbar 
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scrible: Library 

Filters and tags 

Full text search 
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Helping Students 

work the Web 



scrible, Inc. CONFIDENTIAL 

Serving Students 

"This is an incredible service. I 
am a college student and I have 
been looking to the skies asking 
for a service like this since I was 
in high school. Keep it up!" 

Student at the 
University of 
Pennsylvania 

To support students, we recently 
launched our Student Edition... 

…which has citations, bibliographies, 
summaries, reports & Shareable Libraries. 
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scrible: Summaries, Bibliographies & More 
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scrible: Summaries, Bibliographies & More 

…plus shareable reports and libraries for collaboration 
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Helping Educators 

work the Web 
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“Research—both short, focused projects (such as those 
commonly required in the workplace) and longer term in 

depth research —is emphasized throughout the standards...” 
 

“…all students are ready for the demands of college- and 
career-level reading no later than the end of high school.” 

Helping Educators meet Common Core 
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Supporting Critical Thinking Skills 

45% of students made no significant improvement in 

critical thinking, reasoning or writing skills during the 

first 2 years of college.  After 4 years, 36% showed no 

significant gains in these "higher order" thinking skills. 

-  Academically Adrift: Limited Learning on College Campuses 

We can support analytical thinking via 
critical reading and research assignments. 
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Classroom Edition 

•  Instructor sets up classes and sections 

•  Instructor assigns online reading/research tasks 

•  Students submit summaries, bibliographies, etc. 

•  Instructor reviews and grades submissions 

•  Instructor views activity dashboard/analytics 

Enables novel reading & research assignments. 

Teaches digital fluency & critical reading/thinking skills. 
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…annotating is one of the best 
tools for students to monitor 
what they're reading and what 
they're understanding... 

English & History Teachers 
Summit Prep Charter High School 

 

Co-teach Freshman Persuasive Speech Class 
Students research speech topics using scrible 

Example: High School 

I really like that it's able to 
keep track of their sources… 
that frees up their brains to do 
the actual work - the critical 
thinking... 

Since our mission is college 
prep…, there's no way we 
would achieve that if we did 
not emphasize and teach 
them research skills. 

To be able to share the 
resources with each other is 
really cool… They don't even 
have to be in class to do it.   
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Examples: Higher Ed 

Associate Professor 
English Department 
Kansas State University 

 

•  Uses Shareable Libraries for collaborative reading/discussion 
•  Sees broad use in courses using digital primary sources 

Reading Instructor 
Reading Department 
West Valley Community College 

 

•  Uses annotation to teach critical reading skills 
•  Sees broad use in reading and English courses 

Many uses in teaching and learning. 
Strong fit in humanities & social sciences. 
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Helping Publishers & App Developers 

work the Web 
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Annotation & Note Taking for Publishers 

We work with the CK-12 Foundation 
•  They publish customizable eTextbooks 

•  We power annotation for their online eTextbooks 

•  20% of their students who see our tools use them 

•  We’ll work with other publishers/app developers 
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Company 

work the Web 
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Business Model 

Delivery Model: Software as a Service 
Revenue Model: Periodic Subscription 
 
Individual Offering: Freemium 
Over 200 requests for paid features 
 
Classroom Offering: Paid 
Currently exploring pricing 
 
Publisher Offering: Freemium 
Generating initial revenue now 
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Funding & Recognition 

Selected Exhibitor, 2012 EDUCAUSE Startup Alley 

Finalist, 2013 SXSW LAUNCHedu competition 

Finalist, 2013 Sloan-C Symposium ET40L Launch Pad  

NSF SBIR Phase I and II grants totaling $600,000 
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Why vote for us? 

• APUS Prize: Advanced Web annotation 
technology transforms online reading & research 

• K12 Prize: Supports Common Core 
• Erudient Prize: Basic & Student Editions 

used for free globally, including for teaching ESL 
• Startl Prize: Leverage free Web content      

to support critical reading/thinking skills 
• Milken Prizes: All of the above                 

and more in an intuitive, usable solution 

   THANK YOU! 
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Supplemental Slides 

work the Web 
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Lesson Plan for Teaching English 
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Experienced Founders & Great Networks 

Andrew Delpha - Cofounder & CTO 
Lead Dev at IveBeenGood.com (sold to Network Commerce) 
Lead Dev at insuranceOrder.com (sold to Marsh & McLennan) 
BS and MS in Computer Engineering, including from Purdue 

Victor Karkar - Cofounder & CEO 
BD experience in biotech and VC stint at NEA 
Product management at insuranceOrder.com (Trilogy spinoff) 
Science and Engineering degrees from Stanford and Brown 
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“
Testimonials 

What a great GREEN concept. If I had 
used this is Grad/Undergrad school it 
would have saved a ton of paper.   

I teach English at a community college 
and am excited about possibilities of 
using scrible in the classroom. 

Congratulations on creating such a great product. I just tried Scrible 
for the first time and loved it. I am finishing up writing two lengthy 
final papers for my last year of law school and would have saved a 
ton of time and effort if I had your program earlier. 

Scrible! GREAT tool for COLLEGE! I would like you to strongly consider having 
an educational either discount or version. 

Only been using the scrible toolbar about 10 
minutes for an assignment on publishing in the 
higher ed world... first impressions are very good... 
it's about time a toolbar like this existed! 

”
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Problem: For Groups 

•  Scattered and lost work 

•  Fragmented knowledge 

•  Redundant rework 

•  Poor institutional memory 

Root Problem: Poor web page annotation & online research tools 

Word Processor Print Email 
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•  Scattered and lost research 

•  Fragmented knowledge 

•  Redundant rework 

•  Poor institutional memory 

Solution: scrible 

•  Centralized knowledge bases •  Leverage previous work 

•  Group wisdom •  Lasting institutional memory 

Solution: Advanced web page annotation & online research system 

Shareable Libraries Share via Email & 
Social Media 

scrible 



scrible, Inc. CONFIDENTIAL 

English & History Teachers 
English & History Departments 
Summit Prep Charter High School 

 

•  Co-teach Freshman Persuasive Speech Class 
•  Students research speech topics using scrible 

Examples 

Assistant Professor 
English Department 
Kansas State University 

 

•  Used Shareable Libraries for collaborative reading/discussion 
•  Sees broad use in courses using digital primary sources 

Reading Instructor 
Reading Department 
West Valley Community College 

 

•  Used annotation to teach critical reading skills 
•  Sees broad use in reading and English courses 
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Experienced Founders and Funding 

Andrew Delpha - Cofounder & CTO 
Lead Dev at IveBeenGood.com (sold to Network Commerce) 
Lead Dev at insuranceOrder.com (sold to Marsh & McLennan) 
BS and MS in Computer Engineering, including from Purdue 

Victor Karkar - Cofounder & CEO 
BD experience in biotech and VC stint at NEA 
Product management at insuranceOrder.com (Trilogy spinoff) 
Science and Engineering degrees from Stanford and Brown 

NSF SBIR Phase I and II grants totaling $600,000 
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Why vote for us? 

• Advanced Web annotation technology 
• Engaged users who’ve made 2,500+ 

requests for new apps and features. 
• Working for students and educators 
•  Intuitive and easy to use 
• Supports Common Core 
• Supports critical reading                             

and thinking skills 
  THANK YOU! 
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Annotation for a Different Kind of Internet 

“…the big missing feature from the web browser …is the ability 
to annotate any page on the Internet… 
 
…when Eric Bina and I were first building Mosaic, it seemed 
obvious to us that users would want to annotate all text on the 
web... So we built a feature called "group annotations” right into 
the browser – and it worked great – all users could comment on 
any page and discussions quickly ensued. Unfortunately, our 
implementation at that time required a server to host all the 
annotations…  And so we dropped the entire feature. 
 
I often wonder how the Internet would have turned out 
differently if users had been able to annotate everything...” 

Marc Andreessen, Browser Inventor 


