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January 17-19, 2008 
Executive Doctorate in Higher Education Management
Alumni Weekend
For more information about this event, 
contact Ginger O’Neill at gingero@gse.upenn.edu.

May 16-18, 2008
University of Pennsylvania Alumni Weekend

Saturday, May 17, 2008
Penn Graduate School of Education Commencement &
Doctoral Hooding Ceremony
Gloria Ladson-Billings
Kellner Family Professor of Education at University of
Wisconsin-Madison School of Education

The event will begin at 10 a.m. with the doctoral hooding 
ceremony, to be followed by the Commencement. A picnic
luncheon will be held on campus immediately following 
the event.
Franklin Field, 33rd and South Streets
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
For more information about Penn GSE Commencement 
festivities, contact Janice Rafferty at
rafferty@ben.dev.upenn.edu.

SAVE THE DATE!
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President Amy Gutmann’s Penn Compact
calls for cross-university collaboration in

research and teaching. At Penn GSE, faculty
and researchers can be found forging interdis-

ciplinary partnerships with colleagues from
Arts & Sciences to Wharton.
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Annual Report
Penn GSE recognizes the many benefactors,

alumni, and friends whose support helps
ensure the School’s position as one of the

country’s finest graduate schools of education. 

20

On the cover:
Following the vision of Benjamin Franklin,
the University of Pennsylvania has focused,
since its founding, on “Useful knowledge.”
Rather than prepare students for the clergy,
Penn provided the kind of practical educa-
tion that prepared leaders in public service
and business. One of the country’s first aca-
demic institutions to adopt a multidiscipli-
nary model, Penn concentrated several disci-
plines—back then, they were theology, the
Classics, and medicine—under one roof.
Today’s university continues that tradition,
with cross-disciplinary programs proliferating
across campus. 

Credit: Candace diCarlo 

The Spirit of Service
In May, Bill Castetter Gr’48 received eight
medals for service during World War II. Penn
GSE Magazine talks to the former GSE faculty
member about his war years, his service to the
School, and his recent gift to help support the
most talented Ph.D. students.
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Penn GSE is small and we want to stay small. But even
though we don’t want to be a big place, we do want to have
a big impact. 

To have the kind of impact that Penn GSE wants to
have—that it should have—we need a highly leveraged
strategy. To my mind, a very effective centerpiece for this
strategy is a focus on leadership—leadership in ideas and
leadership in preparing and placing students to take leader-
ship positions in education.

Though a small institution, Penn GSE casts a long
shadow. In this issue of Penn GSE News, you’ll read about
some of the ways in which we are taking a leadership role
on the Penn campus—through research efforts like
MetroMath, the KIDS integrated database, and a predoc-
toral program in interdisciplinary research and through
teacher preparation programs like our new 9th Semester
Scholars program, our religious schools program, and our
Mandarin Chinese instruction program. 

As diverse as these projects are, we recognize that Penn
GSE can’t be all things to all people. But we do believe that
we can be the most intellectually exciting place on the edu-
cation scene today—the place where everybody out there
wants to be. We want faculty at other ed schools to covet a
position at Penn GSE, and we want students applying to
master’s and doctoral programs to list us as their first
choice. We want the educational community to look to us
for leadership in research and practice.

Leadership is a tradition at Penn GSE—as I came to learn
firsthand this summer when I had the honor to meet with
Bill Castetter Gr’48. For those of you who don’t know Bill
already, we’re profiling him in this issue of the Penn GSE
Magazine. Bill dedicated much of his life to the School. In
fact, he liked us so much that, immediately on graduation, he
joined the faculty and later took on a leadership role at Penn
GSE by serving as acting dean on two separate occasions. 

During his tenure on our faculty, Bill produced critical
scholarship on educational administration and wrote the
definitive word on human resources in school settings. In

retirement, Bill has continued to lead the way in support-
ing the School. His most recent service to Penn GSE comes
in the form of a bequest—the William B. and Roberta B.
Castetter Endowed Fellowship, which will support the
most talented Ph.D. students.

When Bill and I met, we spoke about what the School
needs to become the most dynamic education school in the
country. We agreed that, to achieve that goal, Penn GSE
needs two resources—the best faculty and the best students. 

For a small school, Penn GSE has done an impressive
job of recruiting both. But to be the preeminent ed school
in America, we need the ability to attract more of the best. 

And that means we need more endowed chair professor-
ships and more endowed doctoral fellowships. 

Endowed chairs will give us the ability to retain the
exceptional scholars already on our faculty and to recruit
new faculty whose expertise will complement our existing
strengths. Endowed chairs give schools like Penn GSE the
freedom to forge the kind of intellectual culture that results
in transformative ideas.

Endowed doctoral fellowships will enable us to attract
young scholars at the very beginning of their careers.
Endowed fellowships provide support for future scholars
whose ideas will guide America’s educational system
through the 21st century.

The day I spoke to Bill, I reflected on the fact that, from
now on, Penn GSE will always award a Castetter fellow-
ship. That is a remarkable thing—and appropriate recogni-
tion of Bill’s legacy here.

Through endowed fellowships like Bill’s, Penn GSE will
be able to matriculate the next generation of educational
leaders and scholars.

Who knows? Maybe, we’ll even be able to recruit the
next Bill Castetter.

Andy Porter
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We recognize that Penn GSE can’t be all things to all 
people. But we do believe that we can be the most intel-
lectually exciting place on the education scene today. 



Penn GSE’s May 12 Commencement cere-
mony was the School’s 92nd—and its

first ever in historic Franklin Field. With a
graduating class of 519 master’s and doctor-
al students, GSE has grown considerably
since its first graduating class of 35 back in
1916. But, as Interim Dean Stanton Wortham
observed in his opening remarks,
Commencement still serves to give gradu-
ates “a well-deserved recognition of accom-
plishments and of the entry of dedicated
educators, school leaders, managers, coun-
selors, and scholars into the field.”

The formalities got under way with the
doctoral hooding ceremony, in which gradu-
ating doctoral candidates received their
hard-earned diplomas and their official doc-
toral hood from faculty advisors. This year,
GSE graduated 89 doctoral students—34
PhDs and 55 EdDs. 

In an address that tackled the challenges
facing schools in a pluralist society, this
year’s speaker, Anthony Kwame Appiah,
observed, “Education fosters conversation
but, as [Benjamin] Franklin knew, is also
itself a form of conversation.” Citing Franklin
as “a cosmopolitan man who recognized the
humanity of African Americans and Native
Americans,” Appiah went on to urge this

year’s graduates to emulate that example by
partaking in the “cosmopolitan conversation”
that education fosters.

Appiah is the Laurance S. Rockefeller
University Professor of Philosophy and the
University Center for Human Values at
Princeton University. 
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2007 Penn GSE Awards

The William E. Arnold Award for Outstanding
Contributions by a Doctoral Student, given to a graduat-

ing student who has had a significant impact on GSE, went
to Francis Hult. 

The Phi Delta Kappa Award for Outstanding Dissertation
was presented to Heather L. Rouse for her dissertation,
“What’s Behind Being Behind: A Population-based Study of
Early Risks and School Success.” 

The Dean’s Award for Outstanding Student Leadership in
Extending the Mission of GSE, given to a student who has cul-
tivated strong relationships between GSE and the surround-
ing communities, was awarded to Vinay Harpalani Gr’06.

The Excellence in Teaching Award was presented to Alan
Ruby, and the Outstanding Service to Students Award was
shared by Maureen Cotterill and Mary Schlesinger.

Doctoral student Cay Bradley received the President and
Provost’s Citation for Exceptional Commitment to Graduate
and Professional Student Life.

This year’s alumni award-winners were: GSE Professor
Tere Pica Gr’82 (Helen C. Bailey Alumni Award of Distinction);
Educational Alumni Association President Matt O’Malley
GEd’95 (William B. Castetter Alumni Award of Merit); Keene
State College President Helen Giles-Gee CW’72 GEd’73 Gr’83
(National Award of Distinction); Drexel University Director of
Academic Affairs and NBC-10 “Tech Guru” Ken Hartman
GrEd’94 (Penn Educator of the Year Award); St. Joseph’s
University Assistant Professor Dr. Althier Lazar Gr’93 (Ethel
and Allen Carruth Sustained Leadership in Education Award);
and Masterman School Teacher Nicole Cappillino Duffy
GEd’02 (Penn GSE Recent Alumni Award). 

Commencement 2007
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Above, Danielle Berg GEd’07 flashes a celebratory smile during
the Commencement ceremony. At right, before the proceedings
begin, David Cassels Johnson Gr’07 catches up with fellow Ed
Linguistics doctoral candidate Francis Hult Gr’07.
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On April 17, the GSE community got a
sneak preview of its new dean, Andy

Porter, when he came to campus to deliver
the 2007 Gordon S. Bodek Lecture of
Distinguished Educators. 

Porter, who has since started his tenure
as GSE’s tenth dean, spoke on “Providing the
Opportunity to Learn: Standards, Policies,
and the Achievement Gap.” 

Defined as the difference in academic
skills between the highest- and the lowest-
achieving groups of students, the gap is gen-
erally understood as an artifact of race and
socio-economic class. 

“School is not the major cause of the
achievement gap,” Porter explained. “The gap
is alive and well before kids go to school.”

Despite early success in narrowing the gap
in the 1970s and 1980s, it has remained flat
for nearly two decades and remains large—
regardless of the groups contrasted, the age
of the students, or the academic content area. 

In Porter’s analysis, efforts to bridge the
gap can be divided into four basic categories:
preschool reforms, teacher reforms, instruc-
tional reforms, and standards-based
reforms. In his view, the most promising
reforms are those that address inequalities
in the opportunity to learn—among them,

high-quality preschool and effective teachers
in every classroom.

One of Porter’s major claims, which he
substantiates with data, is that what is taught
is more important than how it is taught. In
other words, the courses that students take
have a bearing on achievement: those who
choose more challenging courses may
receive higher-quality instruction and master
more—and more complex—material than
those who opt for less challenging work. 

“The achievement gap,” Porter concluded,
“is unlikely to be totally eliminated by school
reform. Nevertheless, some education
reforms do reduce the gap.”

The Bodek Lecture was established in
1993 by Gordon S. Bodek C’42, a trustee
emeritus and former member of the Penn
GSE Board of Overseers. The series provides
a forum for leaders of the educational com-
munity to discuss significant issues affecting
the profession.

Dean Porter on the Achievement Gap

Andy Porter delivers the 2007 Gordon S. Bodek Lecture.
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Kudos . . .
Assistant Professor Marybeth Gasman was recently elected
to the board of the Association for the Study of Higher
Education.... Associate Professor Kathy Hall attended the
Salzburg Seminar on “Immigration and Inclusion: Rethinking
National Identity” in March as this year’s Salzburg Seminar
Presidential Fellow.... Assistant Professor Ritty Lukose was
named a Social Context Research Fellow for the American
Education Research Association’s Division G, Social Context
of Education.... Nana Ackatia-Armah, a doctoral student in
the ECS program, was awarded a 2007-08 International
Doctoral Fellow from The American Association of University
Women Educational Foundation.... Two Teach For
America/GSE master’s students, Ayan Chatterjee and
Rosalind Echols, received Knowles Science Teaching
Fellowships. Chatterjee teaches at Bartram High School 
and Echols at University City High School.... 

Noah Drezner, a higher education doctoral student, received a
grant from the Association of Fundraising Professionals
Research Council to conduct research on his dissertation, “An
Exploration of Institutional Strategies to Enhance Black
College Giving.”... ISHD doctoral student Zehua Li has been
elected as graduate chairperson of the new International
Student Advisory Board. Li was also selected as one of eight
recipients of a 2007 Pennsylvania Psychological Foundation
Education Award.... Deirdre Martinez, a doctoral student in
the Policy, Management, and Evaluation division, won the out-
standing dissertation award from the American Educational
Research Association’s Politics of Education Association....
Organization Development Journal recently published
“Building Internal Change Management Capability at
Constellation Energy,” an article by Michael Wright, a student
in the Executive Program in Work-Based Learning Leadership. 
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The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation
has made a two million dollar grant to

Professor and CPRE Co-Director Peg Goertz
in support of the Center on Continuous
Instructional Improvement. The Center is
testing the hypothesis that if teaching could
be transformed so that it routinely exhibits
the characteristics of “the cycle of instruc-
tional improvement” (basically, a dynamic of
assessment and adaptation), school effec-
tiveness would meet the goal of standards-
based school reform to ensure that substan-
tially all students achieve defined standards
in core subjects.

Lumina Foundation for Education has
awarded a $650,000 grant to Assistant
Professor Shaun Harper to study the institu-
tional implementation of findings from his
National Black Male College Achievement
Study, the largest known empirical investiga-
tion of black male undergraduates. Harper
conducted 219 face-to-face individual inter-
views with black men at 42 colleges and uni-
versities in 20 states. The foundation grant
will fund distribution of the 40-page report
Harper is producing from the study’s data and
implementation of study recommendations at
six campuses over a three-year period.

The Penn Literacy Network has received
$900,000 from the Philadelphia Foundation
to continue its work on the Pennsylvania
High School Coaching Initiative. Formed in
2005 by the Annenberg Foundation and the
Pennsylvania Department of Education, this
three-year project is a school reform design
centered on instructional coaching and men-
toring. The Penn Literacy Network, based in
GSE’s Penn Center for Educational Leader-
ship, provides program support by providing
professional development to teacher-coach-
es throughout the Commonwealth.

The Freeman Foundation has made a
$400,000 award to Professor Teresa Pica
Gr’82 and Associate Professor Kathy Schultz
Gr’91 for their Teacher Preparation for
Madarin Chinese Language Instruction pro-
gram. [For more, turn to page 11.]

The National Science Foundation has
awarded a $1.3 million grant to fund
Assistant Professor Susan Yoon’s project 
to introduce nanotechnology and bioengi-
neering to Philadelphia Public Schools. [For
more, turn to page 13.]

Associate Professor Larry Sipe has been selected
for a 2007 Lindback Award for Distinguished

Teaching. “This is a great honor for Dr. Sipe and
appropriately awarded in his case. Larry is a truly gift-
ed teacher. His enthusiasm for the material he covers
in his courses is matched only by his dedication to his
students and their engagement in learning,” said
Interim Dean Stanton Wortham.  

Known by his colleagues and students for his mas-
tery of the subject, Sipe focuses his research on litera-
ture for children and adolescents. He is interested in
the ways children talk about and respond to books,
especially picture books, in developing literary understanding. In cooperation with primary-
grade teachers, he is also developing a curriculum for children that links visual literacy
and aesthetic development with reading and writing.

His enthusiasm for teaching extends beyond the classroom. As one of his students
noted, “Dr. Sipe opens the doors to his office to talk about potential projects, counsel stu-
dents on issues of practice, make book recommendations, and lend books for readalouds
from his collection.” 

Sipe currently serves as the chair of the Graduate Group in Education and as the faculty
master of Harrison College House. 

The Lindback Awards for Distinguished Teaching were established in 1961 with the help
of the Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Foundation. 

Larry Sipe Receives 
Lindback Award

Grantsmanship
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Larry Sipe

In October, Joel Greenblatt W’79 W’80
was named chair of Penn GSE’s Board 

of Overseers. Greenblatt replaces Judy
Berkowitz CW’64, who served in that role
since 1998. 

The founder and managing partner of
the hedge fund Gotham Capital, Greenblatt
is a recognized financial expert. He has
published two books, You Can Be A Stock
Market Genius and The Little Book That
Beats The Market, and has served as an
adjunct professor at Columbia Business
School for the past 10 years.

In recent years, Greenblatt has made an
exceptional personal commitment to edu-
cational reform. In 2002, he “adopted” PS
65Q, a struggling elementary school that
served a poor immigrant community in
Queens. Pledging $1,000 per student to
the school for the continued implementa-
tion of the Success for All literacy curricu-
lum, Greenblatt aimed to bring a majority
of students up to grade level. Three years

later, 71 percent of PS 65Q students
passed New York State’s reading test, up
from 36 percent.

Building on that experience, Greenblatt
joined with one of his Gotham Capital part-
ners, John Petry W’93, to open the Harlem
Success Academy, an academically rigor-
ous charter school. Eva Moskowitz ‘86, for-
mer chair of the New York City Council
Education Committee, signed on as teh
school’s executive director. The Academy
focuses on language and literacy—again
making use of the Success for All curricu-
lum—and on cooperative learning and
future college attendance. 

In addition, he serves as director of the
Institute for Student Achievement and
director of the New York chapter of Say Yes
to Education Foundation, founded by
George Weiss W’65. At Penn, the
Greenblatt family has established the
Greenblatt Family Scholarship Fund. 

Wharton Alum Tapped to Lead Overseers
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As this year’s Brown Lecturer in
Education Research, GSE Professor

Margaret Beale-Spencer challenged the
myth of America as a colorblind society. 

Her remarks, which were delivered on
October 18 in Washington, DC, were titled
“Lessons Learned and Opportunities Ignored
Post-Brown v. Board: Youth Development and
the Myth of a Colorblind Society.” The Brown
Lecture is sponsored by the American
Educational Research Association.

Invoking research cited in the Supreme
Court’s landmark Brown v. Board decision,
Spencer pointed to the persistence of the
color line in America’s educational system.
In 1954, that research spoke about the per-
nicious impact of segregation. Back then, it
was argued that the context needed chang-
ing, that integrated schools would bolster
the self-esteem of young African-American
students. 

Of course, the individual-context link wasn’t
exactly news, but applying it to black children
and their experiences of systemic racism was.
What was novel about this line of thought, said
Spencer, was that it extended the understand-
ing of normal human development to black
children. 

Recent studies affirm the importance of
context, particularly when taking into

account the disappointing school achieve-
ment outcomes of many urban youth attend-
ing desegregated schools. The 50 years
since Brown v. Board have made evident the
significant under-estimates about how
assumptions about inferiority and superiority
are communicated. 

In her remarks, Spencer explored the
question of how the social construction of
race is experienced by young people. With
skin color bias continuing to be unacknowl-
edged and “untreated,” Spencer argued that
assumptions of privilege might best be seen
as a health hazard. The need to confront
stereotypes requires coping strategies that
youth are typically left to learn on their own.
As Spencer pointed out, teacher training
rarely attends to issues of how children
become aware of bias.

In her view, the myth of America as a
colorblind society is counter-productive.
Hampered by this notion, policymakers
miss the opportunity to create service-
linked training opportunities and other pro-
grams that might in fact serve to protect
young people from the baleful impact of
racism. Moreover, private and federally
funded “social supports” that are not actu-
ally supportive of young people merely end
up wasting resources.

The Myth of a Colorblind America

Butler Granted Tenure
The Provost’s Staff Conference announced this spring that Yuko Goto Butler has
been granted tenure and promoted to associate professor. Butler, who joined
the GSE faculty in 2001, focuses her research on second language and bilingual
language acquisition and learning. She is currently working on English-lan-
guage learning and instruction in a number of Asian countries. In 2004-05, she
was the recipient of a National Academy of Education/Spencer Postdoctoral
Fellowship.

Butler
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Margaret Beale Spencer delivered the American
Educational Research Association’s Brown Lecture
in Education Research on October 18.
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Following President Amy Gutmann’s mandate for Penn to “engage
globally” has been an easy assignment for Penn GSE. This year

alone, GSE International has hosted foreign visitors from around the
globe, while GSE faculty members have participated in work from
Africa to New Zealand. 

In May, GSE Professor Rebecca Maynard traveled to Zambia to
explore the needs for HIV-prevention services in that country. After a
productive round of meetings with officials and community leaders in
the Ketete district, Maynard returned home to begin planning for ran-
domized controlled trials of an HIV-AIDS education and prevention
program there.

In December 2006, a faculty delegation represented GSE at the sec-
ond U.S.-New Zealand Education Roundtable, held in Auckland.
Organized by GSE International, the roundtable focused on the topics
of assessment, teacher learning, and literacy and numeracy.

Another of the School’s showcase international research initia-
tives—the Eight Nations Education Research Project—is currently
preparing for its December 2007 conference in Thailand. Findings
from the project are being released, including most notably, GSE
Professor Richard Ingersoll’s work based on data from the Teacher
Supply, Quality and Retention project.

GSE International has also been sponsoring programs for students,
including the two-week Penn GSE-Choate China Study Tour for Future
Leaders and Penn GSE’s on-campus Summer Camp for Chinese stu-
dents and their parents. In addition, the Penn-PCCW International
Young Scholars Program kicked off its fifth year of providing Chinese
students with a one-year intensive introduction to America. 

International training has also been on the docket this year. The

Penn-Securities Association of China program, a joint project of GSE
and Wharton’s Financial Institution Center, welcomed 26 Chinese
securities executives interested in learning about the U.S. securities
market model. In addition, 21 educators from Qingdao visited campus
in November for the first Penn-Qingdao Educational Leadership
Institute in America. A joint project with the Penn Center for
Educational Leadership, the institute sponsored panel discussions,
seminars, and site visits.

Penn Engages Globally

Two GSE master's students—Ashley Brenner and Nisha Patel—are working to help improve English language 
instruction in Sri Lanka.

As participants in a GSE-sponsored initiative in Sri Lanka this summer, Brenner and Patel noted that English instruc-
tion placed only limited emphasis on everyday, conversational language. The project, funded by the Longview Foundation,
brought together Sri Lankan teachers and American student-teachers to work on ESL teaching and curriculum develop-
ment.

Under the direction of GSE Professor Tere Pica Gr’82, the pair have created curricular activities designed to focus on
spoken English. The materials are targeted for Sri Lankan English teachers and English-teacher trainers—like the lec-
turers they met while studying at Peradeniya Teachers College this summer. 

Part of Penn’s larger tsunami relief effort, the Sri Lanka project brought together Sri Lankan teachers of English and
GSE students to work jointly on teaching and curriculum development. The two groups gathered first at Penn to learn
how to teach English and subsequently in Sri Lanka to team-teach English in local schools.

Says Patel, “While we were in Sri Lanka, we discussed our ideas with some of the women from Peradeniya, and they
are looking forward to receiving our material. These activities will require no resources beyond pencil and paper and will,
of course, be designed specifically for the Sri Lankan context.”
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The International Scene

As part of GSE International’s Summer Camp, participants were treated to a
West Coast tour. Here, students take pictures of the swans in the Palace of Fine
Arts Lagoon in San Francisco. 

JI
AL

IN
 Y

AN
G



8 | Penn GSE | Fall 2007

N O T E W O R T H Y

GSE Welcomes New Faculty

On August 1, Andy Porter made it official
when he moved into the dean’s office at

Penn GSE. Porter comes to the School from
Vanderbilt’s Peabody College of Education,
where he also directed the
University’s Learning Sciences
Institute. 

Porter has had a distinguished
career in education research that
has encompassed an early stint
at Michigan State, a three-year
term at the National Institute of
Education, and 15 years at the
University of Wisconsin. A psy-
chometrician with a taste for
administration, he also directed
two research institutes during those years—
Michigan State’s Institute for Research on
Teaching and the Wisconsin Center for
Education Research. 

His research interests center around
teachers’ decisions about what to teach and
their effects on students’ opportunity to
learn. A prolific scholar, he’s written widely
on psychometrics, student assessment, edu-
cation indicators, and research on teaching.

But Andy Porter’s wasn’t the only new face
at 3700 Walnut Street this fall. Penn GSE
welcomed an impressive group of new facul-
ty, researchers, and academic associates for
the academic year.

Sigal Ben-Porath, who came to GSE as a
research associate in 2004, has been
appointed an assistant professor
in the Foundations and Practices
of Education division. An expert
on the philosophy of education,
she focuses her scholarship on
civic education, the social effects
of war, and the normative
aspects of educational and social
policy. Her recent book,
Citizenship under Fire, draws on
the experience of Israel and the
U.S. to consider civic education

in wartime. Before coming to GSE, Ben-
Porath was a postdoctoral research associ-
ate at Princeton’s University Center for
Human Values. 

Theo Burnes, a lecturer in the
Applied Psychology and Human
Development division, will be
coordinating the master’s pro-
grams in Psychological Services
and School Certification pro-
grams. He has worked with col-
lege students in clinical practice
at three different university coun-
seling centers throughout the
U.S. His scholarly interests
revolve around identity develop-

ment for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender individuals. Before coming to GSE, he
was an assistant professor at Texas Woman’s
University.

Betsy Rymes, an associate professor in
the Language and Literacy in Education divi-
sion, was a professor in the University of
Georgia’s department of language and litera-
cy education from 1998 to 2006. In 2002, she
founded a five-year project, funded by the
U.S. Department of Education, designed to
bring bilingual community members into the
teaching profession. Her research examines
how languages, social interaction, and insti-
tutions influence an individual’s educational
trajectory. 

The Policy, Measurement and Evaluation
division (PME) is welcoming six
new faculty members. Associate
Professor Laura Desimone focus-
es her research on the effects of
policy on learning and teaching in
the core academic subjects. She
has worked as a senior research
scientist at the American Institutes
for Research, as a post-doctoral
research associate at Yale
University’s Bush Center in Child
Development and Social Policy,

Ben-Porath

Desimone

Burnes

Rymes
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and as a researcher
at RAND in
Washington, D.C.
and at the Frank
Porter Graham
Child Development
Center in Chapel
Hill. Before com-
ing to GSE, she
was an assistant

professor at Vanderbilt’s Peabody College.
Assistant Professor Shaun Harper, an

expert on race, gender, and student
engagement in higher education, pro-
duced the National Black Male College
Achievement Study. The first of its kind,
the study meant conducting 219 face-to-
face individual interviews with black men
at 42 colleges and universities in 20 states.
This summer, Lumina Foundation for
Education awarded him a grant to imple-
ment the findings from that study. Before
coming to GSE, Harper was an assistant
professor at Penn State and a research
associate in the Center for the Study of
Higher Education. 

Joni Finney, who will take up her posi-
tion as a practice professor in January, has
worked with state leaders to improve the
public policies that govern higher education
for 20 years—the last ten of which were spent
as vice president of the National Center for
Public Policy and Higher Education. She 

has worked with
governors and 
legislators, testi-
fied before
Congressional
committees, and
developed the
nation’s first state-
by-state report
card for higher
education,
Measuring Up.

PME has also recruited two research
assistant professors—Leslie Nabors Oláh
GEd’96 and Elliot Weinbaum Gr’04—from
the Consortium for Policy Research in
Education (CPRE). Oláh brings an expertise
in longitudinal research design and statistical

growth modeling to her
research on early child-
hood cognitive develop-
ment and bilingual edu-
cation. Weinbaum con-
ducts primarily qualita-
tive research that
explores the causes of
variability in policy
implementation. He has
studied the impacts of
state and federal polices
on schools and school
districts, with a par-
ticular focus on how
high school and cen-
tral office staffs
respond to externally
developed programs.
In addition, Herb
Turner Gr’02 has
joined the faculty as
an adjunct assistant
professor, also in

PME. An expert on quantitative research,
Turner recently completed a systematic
review of how parental involvement affects
the academic
achievement of
elementary school
children. He served
previously as the
scientific research
director of the
Campbell
Collaboration,
founded by GSE
Professor Bob
Boruch.

Michael Johanek,
the new director
of the Mid-Career
Doctoral Program
in Educational
Leadership,
served previously
as vice president
of Professional
Services for
Teachscape and,
before that, as
executive director for K-12 Professional
Development at The College Board. A for-
mer high school teacher, Johanek also
taught in and managed the Fellows in
Teaching Program at Teachers College,
Columbia University. In 2006, Johanek
and GSE Associate Professor John

Puckett published
Leonard Covello and the
Making of Benjamin
Franklin High School:
Education as if
Citizenship Mattered.

Edward Betof, who has
joined the GSE faculty as
a senior fellow, is devot-
ing his time to the
Executive Program in
Work-Based Learning

Leadership, a collaborative program with
GSE and the Wharton School for execu-
tives responsible for workplace learning
programs. Before coming to GSE, he was
vice president of Talent Management and
chief learning officer at Becton, Dickinson,
and Co., where he was responsible for tal-
ent management, learning processes, and
senior leadership and career development
programs. 

New Leaders for
Leadership Program

Harper

Turner

Betof

Johanek

Finney

Olah

Weinbaum
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Collaborations
Perfect

President Amy Gutmann’s Penn Compact calls
for cross-university collaboration in research
and teaching. At Penn GSE, faculty and
researchers can be found forging interdisci-
plinary partnerships with colleagues from
Arts & Sciences to Wharton.

LEFT: PHOTOLINK; 
TOP RIGHT: NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER/SCOTT FRANCES LTD;
BOTTOM RIGHT: DON HAMMOND/DESIGN PICS/CORBIS
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By Nancy Brokaw

F
rom its founding, the University of Pennsylvania
has had a decidedly practical bent. Ben Franklin
wanted students to pursue “useful knowledge” for

the improvement of the community. 
More than 250 years later, Penn President Amy

Gutmann articulated her vision for the University in the
Penn Compact—a document that follows Penn’s founder in
believing both that a university should develop useful
knowledge and that the search for useful knowledge, in turn,
advances academic understandings.

Central to that task is the ability of scholars and experts
from across disciplines to find common ground for collab-
oration. In the words of the Compact, “The most challeng-
ing questions and problems of our time cannot be
addressed by one discipline or profession. To comprehend
our complex world, we must better integrate knowledge
from different disciplines and professional perspectives in
our research and teaching.”

Penn GSE may be uniquely positioned to take a lead
role in forging partnerships within the University and
beyond. Education is, by its very nature, an interdiscipli-
nary field of study, and Penn GSE is populated with schol-
ars who represent a broad range of academic foundations. 

Not including education, at least ten different disciplines
are represented in our faculty—e.g., sociology, economics,
psychology, philosophy, history, and anthropology.
Moreover, our work with schools and practitioners, locally
and globally, encourages our students and faculty to collabo-
rate with a wide range of colleagues.

Penn GSE has the additional advantage of being located
in a university that values the work we do. Unlike many
universities, Penn sees its ed school as a key player in the
life of the institution. 

With these advantages, Penn GSE has been pursuing
integrated research, teaching, and service that crosses dis-
ciplinary and other institutional barriers. 

The following are some prime examples of Penn GSE’s
engagement with partners across the Penn campus.

Collaboration: 
Student Learning
Our close ties to academic departments and schools throughout
Penn allow our students to get the kind of cross-disciplinary
preparation they’ll need to solve the complex challenges facing
the field of education. Whether they’re planning careers as class-
room teachers or educational researchers, Penn GSE students
may choose from an array of programs culminating in either a
joint or dual degree in seven of Penn’s 11 other schools. And, in
recent years, GSE has been developing an array of innovative 
programs with highly targeted audiences in mind. 

The Executive Program in Work-Based Learning
Leadership, a joint project with the Wharton School, is
designed for executives charged with the task of workplace
education—the chief learning officers, vice presidents of
human resources, and training directors of corporate
America.

As Penn GSE Vice Dean Doug Lynch points out,
“Most adults learn on the job rather than in a formal edu-
cational setting. In fact, the average Fortune 1000 company
spends 2.5 percent of its operating budget on learning.” 

The GSE-Wharton program is flexible and the faculty
stellar. The curriculum is broken down into five blocks,
allowing students to step in and out of the program as their
schedules dictate, and the faculty is an impressive roster of
Penn professors, industry experts, and consultants.

Students in the program’s first cohort cut across the
public and private sectors—and early reports are positive.
Says Mike Barger, chief learning officer of JetBlue
Airways, “There is a burning need for a program to help
align enterprising learning leaders across all industries.
That’s what I’m so excited about in this program.”

With China’s explosive entry onto the world stage, the
demand for Chinese speakers is growing. At Penn GSE,
Professors Tere Pica Gr’82 and Kathy Schultz Gr’91 are
partnering with GSE International and Penn’s Center 
for East Asian Studies on the Teacher Preparation for
Mandarin Chinese Language Instruction Program,
designed to prepare teachers 
proficient in teaching Chinese to American students.

Building on the Penn Chinese Language Teachers
Summer Institute, founded in 1998 to help native speakers
get teacher certification, the teacher preparation program
will culminate in a master’s degree in education for current
and aspiring teachers of Chinese. 
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GSE Preps Penn Undergrads 
for the Classroom

“I am driven to make a difference in the urban education field,”
says Zohra Omar C’07. 

A Pakistani citizen, Omar grew up a long way away from
urban America. But her hometown of Karachi suffers from the
same ills that haunt so many cities worldwide: “high levels of
poverty and a miserable public education system,” as Omar
explains. 

Penn GSE’s new 9th Semester Scholar program has been
designed with students like Omar in mind—bright, enthusias-
tic people committed to improving the world around them. 

Working in collaboration with the School of Arts and Sciences, the Center for Community
Partnerships (CCP), and West Philadelphia public schools, GSE has developed a program that
enables Urban Education minors to get classroom experience in urban schools—and to get
their teacher certification—simply by enrolling in an additional, ninth semester.

Introduced in 2005, the Urban Education minor is itself an interdisciplinary effort. Sponsored
by GSE, CCP, and the Urban Studies program, it offers three concentrations, two of which—
Elementary Education and Secondary Education—are for undergraduates explicitly interested
in teaching. (The third strand—Urban Education Policy, Research, and Practice—may lead into
work in a variety of policy and practice areas or submatriculation into GSE’s one-year Master’s
in Education degree program.)

According to NancyLee Bergey CW’75 GEd’79, who oversees the program, the great advan-
tage of Penn’s approach is that it produces teachers with strong subject-matter knowledge and
a thorough grounding in pedagogy. “Teachers need to have a strong content background, but
they also need to understand how children learn,” Bergey explains. “All of our students have
declared an academic major—they might be English majors or foreign language majors. What
we’re giving them is an opportunity to think about learning and teaching.”

Throughout the Urban Ed minor program, students get small classroom placements in their
coursework, giving them invaluable preparation for the 9th Semester student teaching assign-
ments required for full certification. Says Omar, “Student teaching will be my first experience
with the same group of students for half the year, and the first time I will be teaching a whole
class. Very exciting and challenging.”

In addition to their fieldwork, these students hit the books in a variety of academic classes—
methods-of-teaching courses, theory classes, and academically based community service
(ABCS) courses. (Offered through CCP, ABCS courses encompass problem-oriented research
and service learning centered in West Philadelphia.)

With the cost of a credit unit topping $4,000, an additional semester at Penn can represent a
serious financial burden, particularly to someone pursuing a career in urban education. To
help reduce the tuition burden, some generous Penn alumni are providing support. Jay
Fishman W’74 WG’74 and Randy Chapman Fishman are giving $500,000 to create the Fishman
Family Endowed 9th Semester Scholar Fund, and Dennis “Chip” Brady C’94 W’94 and Allison
Weiss Brady C’93 are directing $125,000 to establish the Chip Brady and Allison Weiss Brady
9th Semester Scholar Fund. Both funds will provide financial support to Penn undergraduates
who wish to complete their 9th semester and teach in urban public schools. 

As for Zohra Omar, she hopes to teach when she graduates, eventually settling in the devel-
oping world. “There are so many problems and obstacles, so few resources, but at the same
time, so much potential and so much to be done.”

Zohra Omar C’07, at right,
works with Penn Alexander
teacher Richard Staniec and
fellow Penn undergraduate
Angela Han C’07 on plans
for a scavenger hunt for
PAS sixth-graders. The 
hunt was the final project of
the science/social studies
methods course they took
last year to fulfill their
Urban Education minor. 
Han is currently enrolled in
Penn GSE’s master’s
program in elementary
education.
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Says Pica, “GSE is highly regarded for its teacher ed
programs and, with our summer institute, has a history in
teaching Chinese-language teachers. The Center for East
Asian Studies is one of the country’s oldest and is
renowned for its program in Chinese language and culture.
With this partnership, Penn is in the perfect position to
launch an excellent program.”

Funded by the Freeman Foundation, the program is
due to accept its first students in fall 2008. 

Working with the College of General Studies, GSE is
launching the Teacher Preparation for Religious
Schools Program, making Penn one of the only secular
schools in the nation to offer such a program. The program
will introduce the Teaching in Jewish education strand
first. Its success will serve as a model for the development
of Teaching in Christian and Islamic education. Intended
for pre-service teachers in secondary education, all three
strands will require students to follow GSE’s standard cur-
riculum for teacher preparation. 

After completing that curriculum, students will focus on
content-specific courses. For example, the Teaching in
Jewish Schools strand will focus on the Bible, Rabbinic lit-
erature, and Jewish history, culture, and thought in courses
coordinated with the College of General Studies. The last
summer session will feature study in Israel for additional
language instruction and courses on modern Israel.

Penn GSE has responded to the declining interest in the
hard sciences—particularly among African-American stu-
dents—with two innovative programs. A joint project with
Penn GSE, the School of Engineering and Applied
Sciences (SEAS), the Philadelphia Zoo, and iPraxis,
SPARK! provides after-school workshops, Saturday ses-
sions, and summer camps for fourth- through eighth-
graders from five Philadelphia public schools. 

By introducing students to real-world problems in
robotics, biotechnology, and zoo habitats, SPARK! aims to
get them excited about science—and to inspire them to
careers in the field. By all reports, the program may just
succeed in that goal. According to Jennifer Chidsey Pizzo,
the project’s co-director, kids were begging for slots in this
summer’s camps.

Since January 2007, approximately 100 students have
participated in the program, including 35 students who
participated over the summer. In July, the Philadelphia
Zoo hosted SPARK!, campers who had the chance to
design their own mini-zoos, complete with towers,
bridges, and cantilevers. Over at Penn’s Bio Pond, others
were collecting water specimens to bring back to the lab to
search for paramecia. Budding biotechnologists could be
found extracting DNA from strawberries, while future
engineers designed dancing robots. 

This fall, GSE and its partners began holding after-
school and Saturday science camps at five Philadelphia

schools and at an on-campus site. The latter has been
added to accommodate enthusiastic SPARK! veterans
who’ve moved from one of the participating public schools
but still want to attend.

Another GSE-led project that targets science education
will get underway in summer 2008. A joint effort with the
Nanoscale Science and Engineering Center, Nanotech-
nology and Bioengineering in Philadelphia Public
Schools is spearheaded by GSE Assistant Professor Susan
Yoon and SEAS Associate Professor Jorge Santiago-Aviles.

Designed to bring these cutting-edge fields to ninth- and
tenth-graders in Philadelphia public schools, the project
will begin with a three-week summer workshop to intro-
duce participating teachers to the basic concepts of nan-
otechnology and bioengineering. During the workshop,
they’ll construct and test unit/lesson plans, and during the
school year, they will get a full range of support from proj-
ect staff. Other components of the project, which is funded
by the National Science Foundation, are school trips to local
industry sites, an internship/fellowship summer program
for students and teachers, and a career development plan. c

William Owusu-Boateng, a
fifth-grader at the Penn
Alexander School, collects
water samples at the Bio
Pond on the Penn campus.
Behind him, left to right,
are sixth-graders Sujatha
Changolkar, Danielle Little,
and Sabrina Briggs. To
William’s right is his twin
brother, Wilfred, also a PAS
fifth-grader. The students
were participating in the
SPARK! Biotechnology
Summer Camp, taught by
Dr. Darryl N. Williams,
executive director of
iPraxis.
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For Associate Professor Janine Remillard, collaboration
is a way of life. As one of the lead researchers of
MetroMath: The Center for Mathematics in
America’s Cities, she’s partnering with Penn colleagues,
with scholars in three other universities, and with practi-
tioners in four school districts in Philadelphia, New York,
and New Jersey. 

Knowing that large numbers of urban students fail to
attain important mathematical skills, Remillard and the
MetroMath Center conduct research on how best to
improve students’ understanding of math. That research
builds on the project’s extensive professional development
work in graduate seminars and teacher leader programs. As
Remillard explains, “We’re making connections between
research and professional development. The idea is that
you have to address the problems from every angle.”

At Penn, Remillard is joined by colleagues from Urban
Studies and the Institute for Research in Cognitive
Science. Rutgers and the City University of New York are
the other university partners in the project. 

Funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s Institute
of Education Sciences, the Pre-Doctoral Training
Program in Interdisciplinary Methods for Field-
based Research in Education (PIMFER) is designed to

produce the next generation of
education researchers. Directed
by GSE Professor Rebecca
Maynard, the program recruits
doctoral students from through-
out the university and trains
them in applied, field-based
education research. This year,
three PIMFER fellows have
been recruited from outside
GSE—two in economics and
one in sociology.

Dionissi Aliprantis, from the
economics department, is mod-
eling how environmental factors
affect educational outcomes,
while his colleague, Eleanor

Collaboration: Research
Penn GSE’s strong research orientation gives it the ability to
forge significant cross-campus partnerships. At the heart of
all the projects lie eminently practical goals—from improv-
ing practice to enhancing knowledge in the field.

Penn Alexander Partners

The Sadie Tanner Mossell Alexander University of
Pennsylvania Partnership School (PAS) is a PreK-8
neighborhood public school that was created through a
partnership formed by Penn, the School District of
Philadelphia, and the Philadelphia Federation of
Teachers. 

While GSE has taken the lead in this work, Penn’s
presence is felt in every grade at Penn Alexander.
Following is a sample of the breadth of the Penn commit-
ment—not including professional preparation, curricu-
lum development, research, and professional develop-
ment for teachers, all of which engage faculty from many
different schools.

• School of Engineering and Applied Science/GSE
SPARK! program for math, science, and technology
enrichment [For more on SPARK!, see page 13.]

• Penn Archives/GSE Sadie Mossell Tanner Alexander
project, to celebrate the school’s 
namesake

• Kelly Writers House Creative Writing Program, an
after-school club for young writers

• Penn Bookstore Storybook Reading Program 
• School of Veterinary Medicine’s first-grade 

curriculum units on animals 
• School of Medicine’s Kids Judge! Neuroscience Fair,

where PAS students evaluate activities developed by
Penn neuroscience students

• Pennvelopes, a student pen pal exchange between
Penn and PAS students

• Penn Music Mentors’ individual lessons for 
grades 3-8

• School of Dental Medicine dental screenings for
kindergartners through grade 3

• Weiss Tech House Physics Club, an after-school pro-
gram for grades 3-8

• Penn Presents reduced-priced tickets for all grades
• Penn Music Department perform-

ances for all grades
• Penn Athletics Sports Clinics 
• WXPN’s KidsCorner, featuring

PAS writers of all grades
• University Museum of

Archaeology and Anthropology
visits for grades 6-8

• School of Law students’ Social
Justice Seminar for grade 7

• Penn student tutors for all grades

Penn Alexander Music Teacher Robin Muse's
eighth-grade class uses computers to

research composers and hear their music.

COURTESY OF PENN ALEXANDER SCHOOL
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Advocating for the Whole Child

“We need to be advocating for the whole child,” says Penn GSE
Professor John Fantuzzo. Working with Penn colleagues and
partners in Philadelphia’s city government, Fantuzzo has
helped to create an integrated municipal database that will help
researchers do just that.

All too often the data available to educational researchers
provide an incomplete picture of children’s lives. District data-
bases are rich with information about students’ ages and test
scores, but information about other factors that affect students’
performance is held by different agencies. 

By linking the records of various databases maintained by
seven city agencies and the school district of Philadelphia, the
Kids Integrated Database System (KIDS) database gives
researchers unprecedented access to municipal data about
Philadelphia’s young people, thereby providing clues about
where to improve city services. 

Fantuzzo’s on-campus partners in this project are Dennis
Culhane, a professor in the School of Social Policy and
Practice, and Trevor Hadley, director of the Center for Mental
Health Policy. 

To date, Fantuzzo and his team of researchers have called on
KIDS to help them demonstrate the links between early child-

hood risks and later academic and behavioral challenges. 

What’s more, the KIDS data revealed that formal, center-based
child care programs, like Head Start, make a real difference for
kids, protecting them from those risks. 

In the coming year, Fantuzzo will again turn to KIDS as
work concludes on the Evidence-Based Program for the
Integration of Curricula (EPIC). A federally funded, five-year
project, EPIC incorporates reading, math, approaches to
learning, and social/emotional skills into one integrated Head
Start curriculum.

Over the years, Head Start has been supremely successful in
“addressing children’s comprehensive needs and giving them a
sense of what school is about,” says Fantuzzo. “With EPIC, we
now have a wonderful opportunity to add to that success by
developing scientifically tested curricula that could help
preschoolers get a leg up academically.”

As researchers set out to determine EPIC’s impact on chil-
dren’s learning, data from the KIDS archive will enable them to
control for what’s happening outside the classroom—in the
family and around the neighborhood. And that information will
give the EPIC team the ability to discern the impact of environ-
ment on the effectiveness of the curriculum. 

Harvill, is interested in the labor market for teachers, the
effect of teacher certification and quality on student out-
comes, and quantitative evaluation of educational inter-
ventions. Sociology student Jessica McCrory is looking at
the impact of forces external to schools (e.g., families, peer
groups, policies, etc.) on students’ education. 

The rest of this year’s fellows are GSE students, but
their interests range widely—from the role of high schools,
colleges, and universities in preparing the healthcare work-
force, to the effects of policy on mathematics teaching, to
the impact of principals’ professional development, to test
development in early childhood and special education. 

It’s an impressive inventory of research—one that, says
Maynard, is made possible by the program’s “innovative,
interdisciplinary training of Ph.D. students in the skills
necessary to generate rigorous evidence to guide future
education practice and policy.”

Over at the Campbell Collaboration, Professor Bob
Boruch has forged partnerships across Penn and around
the globe. On-campus support has come from the School
of Social Policy and Practice, the Annenberg School of

Communications, and the Fels Center for Government.
Farther afield, partners hail from Britain, Canada, Japan,
Norway, Sweden, and others.

With its international reach, C2, as it’s informally
known, has an ambitious agenda: “to help people make
well-informed decisions about the effects of interventions
in the social, behavioral, and educational arenas.” 

Translation: C2 brings together all the scientifically
conducted trials on a particular topic—Scared Straight,
say, or after-school programs—and, based on an analysis
of all those trials, evaluates whether or not the programs
work as advertised.

Boruch, an expert on randomized field trials in the
social sector, has begun cross-campus conversations about
establishing a global network on randomized trials—one
that would take advantage of Penn’s considerable
strengths in the field. In addition to a cohort of experi-
enced GSE faculty, Penn can draw on faculty experts in
criminology, economics, nursing, sociology, social policy,
psychology, and communications. c

           



An expert on the philosophy of education, Assistant
Professor Sigal Ben-Porath sits on the executive committee
of the Penn Program for Democracy, Citizenship,
and Constitutionalism. Chaired by Rogers Smith—one
of the nation’s most eminent political scientists—the pro-
gram was created primarily to promote scholarship
through faculty workshops, conferences, graduate and
postdoctoral fellowships, undergraduate research grants,
and publication of a book series. Ben-Porath is joined on
the committee by colleagues from the Annenberg School
of Communication and the departments of Anthropology
and History.

Other GSE faculty members have been partnering with
Penn colleagues on scholarly work. Assistant Professor
Matt Hartley has produced several academic articles in
collaboration with Ira Harkavy, the found-
ing director and associate vice president of
Penn’s Center for Community Partnerships,
and Lee Benson, emeritus professor of his-
tory. Also teaming up with Harkavy and
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Collaboration: Citizenship & Democracies
As befits a university whose president has devoted her scholarship to studying the core values of democracy,
Penn faculty are actively engaged in pursuing research on citizenship and democracy and in contributing to 
the deliberative process itself. With Penn GSE at the forefront of the core education movement, our faculty has
forged cross-campus partnership designed to foster citizenship and democracy.

In Philadelphia—notorious for its in-your-face attitude
and pay-to-play culture—Penn is playing a central role
in two initiatives targeting controversial issues that
have long loomed large in the city: how to develop the
Delaware River waterfront and how to conduct a may-
oral election worthy of the city where American
democracy began. 

The waterfront project—officially called the
Central Delaware Riverfront Planning Process—was
given an official imprimatur in October 2006, when
Mayor John Street authorized Penn Praxis, the
School of Design’s planning practice clinic, to lead a
citizen-driven process that would produce a master
plan for the seven-mile stretch of waterfront. In
developing the plan of work, Penn Praxis Director
Harris Steinberg stipulated that the process would be
open and transparent with critical participation from
citizens and the press. 

That’s where Penn GSE’s Harris Sokoloff came in.
Says Steinberg, “To make this truly citizen-driven, his
role was central.” Sokoloff, director of GSE’s Center
for School Study Councils and an expert in civic delib-

Benson is Associate Professor John Puckett. Their book,
Dewey’s Dream: Universities and Democracies in an
Age of Education Reform, garnered high praise through-
out the academy. 

Derek Bok, former president of Harvard, said, “For 20
years, the University of Pennsylvania has been a model for
how an urban university can engage creatively with its sur-
rounding community. In this thoughtful book, architects
of this program describe its philosophical roots and explain
how a bold, imaginative effort can invigorate democracy
and civic life in ways that enrich the lives of students and
neighborhood residents alike.” 

To further encourage university engagement with its
community, John Puckett and colleagues from Urban

At a Great Expectations mayoral potluck dinner in South Philadelphia, citizens
sat down with the candidates to talk about the city’s future. Harris Sokoloff,

standing, moderates the discussion with, from left to right, Kenyatta Johnson,
Democratic candidate Michael Nutter, Al Brown, and Republican candidate 

Al Taubenberger 
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Studies are teaming up on a new course for Penn under-
graduates and high school students from one of the city’s
most beleaguered high schools. 

Since 2005, community residents, including John
Puckett, have been organizing to find a way to transform
West Philadelphia High School. Their plan, eventually
endorsed by the school district, called for the replacement
of the school with a set of four academies—one of which
will be organized around an urban studies theme. 

Research as Public Work: A Project to Help Create a
New West Philadelphia High School—the class Puckett
will be teaching this fall with Urban Studies Program
Director Elaine Simon—will bring together Penn students
and West Philly High students to work on developing a
curriculum for the Urban Studies Academy. 

A busy man, Puckett is also joining Sigal Ben-Porath and
colleagues from the School of Arts and Sciences and the
College of General Studies on the Penn/National
Constitution Center Professional Development project. 

Located in Philadelphia, the National Constitution
Center is the country’s only museum devoted to the 

history and contemporary relevance of the U.S.
Constitution. Its current collaboration with Penn focuses
on the proposed development of a teacher professional
development program in civic education for K-12 teachers. 

Still on the drafting board, the plan calls for the intro-
duction of a three-summer program leading to a certificate
in civic education from Penn’s College of General Studies.
As envisioned, the curriculum will incorporate history,
political science, and pedagogy (specifically, instructional
design).  c
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eration, designed the project’s civic engagement component. 
Sokoloff created a series of public forums that brought citi-

zens together to identify shared public values from which they
could articulate core principles for the design team. Given the
contentious nature of the project—residents have been up in
arms about rampant development and the imminent arrival of
two waterfront casinos—it isn’t surprising to find that people
came out in force: more than 3,500 Philadelphians took part in
the public sessions. 

This summer, the project released its citizen-inspired plan,
which includes the restoration of the city’s grid up to river’s edge,
a proposed network of open spaces to ensure public access,
guidelines for developing waterfront parcels and piers, and sug-
gestions for early-action projects like a four-mile bike trail that
might open as early as spring 2008.

The Race for Mayor
In 1904, journalist Lincoln Steffens characterized Philadelphia

as “corrupt and contented.”
More than one hundred years later, the city’s political culture

hasn’t shaken that reputation and, as a result, its citizens rou-
tinely take a cynical view of City Hall.

Believing that Philadelphia deserves better, Penn’s Project on
Civic Engagement, based at the Fels Institute, has joined with the
Philadelphia Inquirer on a project “to convene a regionwide dia-
logue about what Philadelphia needs to do to deliver on its prom-
ise as ‘The Next Great City.’” Keyed to the mayoral election year,
the project—called “Great Expectations”—features a series of
public forums designed to get citizen input about the key issues
facing the city and to imagine solutions, small and large. 

Once again, Sokoloff has been instrumental in designing the
project’s citizen engagement component and, beginning in
November 2006, has been bringing his considerable skills as a
facilitator to the public forums. Great Expectations kicked off in
fall 2006 with public sessions—leader forums, citizen forums,
issues forums—that continued up into the spring primary sea-
son. In May, Sokoloff spearheaded Deliberation Day, in which
City Council candidates debated questions generated by the
citizens themselves. 

To many observers, the 2007 primary elections were among
the most exciting in years. Michael Nutter W’79, the winner of the
Democratic primary—in Philadelphia, the Dems’ candidate has a
virtual lock on the mayoralty—is well respected and known for
his thoughtful and effective deliberation as a City Councilman.

Hardly a comprehensive list, the preceding only scratches the
surface of the School’s cross-Penn collaborations. Moreover,
early signs suggest that the future will bring even more such
partnerships. For Andy Porter, cross-university collaboration 
is a top priority. Says Penn GSE’s new dean, “Collaboration is 
a hallmark of what we have done at Penn GSE—and it will 
continue to distinguish how we envision our work here.”  n

                 



On May 26, nearly 65 years after the fact, Bill Castetter Gr’48 stepped up to receive the eight
medals he had been awarded for service during World War II.

Pennsylvania Congressman Jim Gerlach did the honors, noting that Castetter “gave distinguished
service to our nation, and it’s a shame that it took over 60 years to get him this recognition.”

The awards Castetter picked up on that spring day were the
Bronze Star, Good Conduct Medal, American Campaign Medal,
European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal, World War
II Victory Medal, Army of Occupation Medal, Combat
Infantryman’s Badge, and Honorable Service Lapel Button for
World War II. 

Castetter had entered the Army as a private but, once his superior
officers learned he was a college man, they sent him to Officers
Candidate School. On his discharge, he had reached the rank of
captain, serving with a cannon company in the 180th Infantry
Regiment of the 45th Division.

The service for which he received his eight medals included 581
days of combat, served in units that took on the enemy in Sicily,
Italy, France, and Germany, and a post-war stint as a military gov-
ernor in occupied Austria. “I had three responsibilities there,” he
explains. “One was to gather any Nazis who were still loose.
Second, gather up all the war materials. Third, get the people in
that sector of Austria fed. The government would provide the
food, but I had to see to it that people got the food.”

By war’s end, he was so eager to get on with his life and his educa-
tion that he neglected to pick up his medals. “At the time, I wasn’t
interested,” Castetter explained at the May ceremony.

A Full Career
Stateside, Castetter was headed for graduate school at Stanford.

Although a native Pennsylvanian, he had earned his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees from the University of New Mexico, where his
brother served as provost, and intended to go west to finish his education.

But fate intervened when his father fell ill. “I came back East and as a result, I went to Penn for a
couple of courses,” he says. “Finally, I decided to take my Ph.D. there.” 

While serving as professor of education and dean of men at Lebanon Valley College, Castetter pur-
sued his degree at Penn GSE, focusing his studies on educational administration. As with his Army
superiors, the GSE faculty recognized talent when they saw it. Early on, he was tapped to help the
state of Delaware with a post-war reorganization of its educational program. 

The call from the state officials came to the GSE higher-ups, none of whom could manage the
commute down to Delaware every day. Castetter explains, “So they looked at me and they said,
‘There’s Castetter. Let’s send him down. He has a car and he’s not married and he can come up here
to the GSE on weekends and finish his courses.’ That’s how I got involved in it.
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“I was a lecturer then,” he continues. “Then they finally promoted me to assistant professor and so
on and so on.”

The “so on and so on” part of his GSE career included teaching duties, a busy consulting schedule,
an extensive record of publications, and two stints as acting dean—during one of which Castetter
showed the same spirit of service he’d drawn on during his Army days. 

In the 1970s, GSE was on shaky ground, with some on campus arguing to shut the School down.
“The main reasons given,” according to veteran GSE Professor Ed Boe, “were that GSE was not
financially viable and was not well integrated into the intellectual life of the University.”

Bill Castetter was in the thick of the fray, negotiating with the University administration to reor-
ganize GSE, consolidating its 15 scattered programs into five super-programs. According to Boe,
“GSE was very fortunate to have a senior faculty member and experienced administrator, in the per-
son of Bill Castetter, willing to step into the role of Interim Dean for a period of two years and to pro-
vide leadership that was instrumental in a much-needed academic reorganization.”

At the time of Castetter’s retirement, another GSE veteran, Richard Heisler, recalled those days,
“During the first of those critical periods, when the future of the Graduate School of Education was

clouded, Bill restored confidence in the school, boosted flagging faculty morale, and coordinated an 
orderly transition to new leadership.”

Castetter’s memory is, characteristically, a bit more unassuming, “I didn’t want any part of it!” he
says. “I accepted the deanship twice, but only until they got somebody else. It was all about raising
money, and I was not very good at it. It got in the way of other things.”

Those other things included an impressive list of publications—a quick search of the Van Pelt
Library’s holdings lists 19 titles—that represent a distinguished scholarly career. Castetter  produced
books and monographs on school finance, performance, appraisal, organizational structure, and com-
pensation theory. His culminating work, The Human Resource Function in Educational Administration,
is in its seventh edition. 

continued on page 32
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Thank YouThank you to the many benefactors and friends whose support helps ensure Penn GSE’s position as one of the country’s
finest graduate schools of education. Your gift makes it possible for us to sustain a proud tradition of excellence and to

develop new programs, research, and resources that respond to the changing needs of educators and others in the field.
All donors whose gifts or pledges (restricted and unrestricted) were received during the fiscal year of July 1, 2006,

through June 30, 2007, and total $500 or more are recognized in the named societies below.

Dean’s Trust
$1,000, 000 and above
Leonore Annenberg HON’85
The Annenberg Foundation
Estate of M. E. Stinner Ed’45

GrEd’51

Legacy Circle 
$500,000 to $999,999
Jay S. Fishman W’74 WG’74
Randy Chapman Fishman
Estate of Henry B. Siemon

Leadership Council  
$100,000 to $499,999
American Institutes for Research 
Asia Society
Estate of Alfhild A. Brickbauer Ed’30
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Emanuel A. Gonzalez-Revilla W’88
Emanuel J. Gonzalez-Revilla
The Freeman Foundation
Joel M. Greenblatt W’79 WG’80
MRM Foundation, Inc.
Richard Li
Lumina Foundation for Education
Merck Institute for Science

Education
Lawrence C. Nussdorf W’68
Melanie Franco Nussdorf CW’71
The Philadelphia Foundation
Jeffrey E. Schwarz W’80 WG’81
Schwarz Family Foundation
The Spencer Foundation
The William Penn Foundation

Patrons of Distinction  
$25,000 to $99,999
America’s Choice, Inc.
Emilio Bassini C’71 W’71 WG’73
Reina Marin Bassini CW’72 GEd’72
George E. Doty, Jr. W’76
Lee Spelman Doty W’76
Doty Family Foundation
EKAT Solutions Group, LP
Goldman Sachs Foundation
Lori Rutman Fife C’80
Mark S. Fife W’78 
Lori and Mark Fife Foundation
IBM Corporation

Longview Foundation for 
Education in World Affairs and
International Understanding, Inc.

Agnes M. Mulroney CW’57
Mulroney Family Charitable Fund
National Academy of Education
Jennifer Saul Yaffa C’92
Robert D. Yaffa
Joseph E. & Norma G. Saul

Foundation, Inc.

Founder  
$10,000 to $24,999
Patricia Denner Cayne CW’60
James and Patricia Cayne

Charitable Trust
Greg Danilow
Susan Frier Danilow CW’74 G’74
Shirley Magitson Grallnick Ed’53
Shirley Grallick Fund
The Robert Wood Johnson

Foundation
Carl Kaysen C’40 HON’76
Charles F. Kettering Foundation
Peter C. Madeja C’80 GEd’80
Jane E. McEldowney Trust
Diana Rausnitz Riklis C’76 GEd’77
Ira D. Riklis W’76 WG’77
James Tisch WG’76
Merryl Tisch
James S. and Merryl H. Tisch

Foundation

Fellow  
$5,000 to $9,999
Benjamin M. Ashcom GrEd’74
Jane N. Ashcom G’64
Edgar W. Barksdale, Jr. WG’68
Joan Barksdale G’68
Barksdale Family Fund
Friends Council on Education
John F. Gamba W’61
Mary Anne S. Gamba NHP’65 G’84
Verizon Communications, Inc.
Kluwer Academic Publishers
Harriet Cohen Schwartz Ed’58
Springer-Verlag New York, Inc.

Associate  
$2,500 to $4,999
Robert M. Aiken Ed’64 GEd’66
Bertha L. Aiken
Melvin J. Chisum, Jr. C’43 M’52
Gloria Twine Chisum Gr’60 HON’94
George E. Davis 
Edna R. Green GEd’62
Harold E. Hirsch Foundation, Inc.
Michael G. Kirsch C’68 GEd’72

GrEd’74
Elaine B. Merians
Melvin Merians Ed’51
Blum-Merians Foundation, Inc.
Gary D. Rose C’67
Karen Bress Rose CW’67 GEd’68
Molly D. Shepard GEd’79
Flora Naomi Taylor Gr’94
Seth Toney II WG’88
Unum Provident Corporation
World Links

Member  
$1,000 to $2,499
Jane W. Culver
Marcia Damsky Nad Ed’45 GEd’47 
Elisabeth A. LeFort C’76 GEd’87
Robert J. LeFort, Jr. C’76
Pittsburgh Foundation
James E. Shada W’56 GEd’67
Telene Shada 
Blanche Hope Smith GEd’51
Edmund C. Spelman III C’79 GEd’79
Renee Spelman GEd’79
Ellen Cohen Stein CW’69
William Talarico, Jr. Ed’49
Elizabeth Taylor-Tyree GEd’73
Taylor-Tyree Family Trust

Sponsor  
$500 to $999
Hazel M. Anthony GrEd’61
Wendy Wexler Branton CW’70

GEd’73 Gr’82
Consolidated Edison Co. of NY Inc.
Sarah Decoux Ed’53
Noah Drezner GEd’04 
Merchants National Properties

Incorporated
Milton A. Feldman, Esq. W’52 L’55

Bernice G. Greene GEd’43
Jennifer & Tim Kingston

Charitable Trust
Jennifer Kingston GEd’89
Eva Klein GEd’72 WG’82
Lois M. Kohn-Claar C’88 GEd’88
Elizabeth R. Krewson Ed’45
Louise Usselman Maier GEd’77

Gr’82
W. Michael Nailor C’76 GEd’76
Mary K. O’Gorman GEd’75
Towers Perrin
Margaret E. Phillips GEd’52
Marie L. Piekarski NU’52 GEd’57
Eugene R. Principato GM’50
Letitia O. Principato CW’49 GEd’76

GGS’99
Frances Baylinson Rosenbluth

Ed’48
Harold S. Rosenbluth, Esquire 

C’47 L’50
Sue Williams Saul GEd’51
Audrey Hochhauser Schewe C’89

GEd’91
Ann T. Stenson GEd’76
Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ, Ltd.
Luther Tai GrEd’05 
Mildred Lazowick Weinstock Ed’37

GEd’38
Verizon Communications Inc.
Gu Yan Gr’97

Charles Custis Harrison Society
(bequests and planned gifts)
Ellen C. Adey GEd’71
Barbara Emas Agre Ed’61
Bertha L. Aiken
Robert M. Aiken Ed’64 GEd’66
Elizabeth J. Allen Ed’41
Valla Abel Amsterdam Ed’32
George Hughes Bacon GEd’68
Mary Ruth Bassett Ed’38 GEd’40
Sheila M. Bell GEd’64
Gladys Bliss Bernstein Ed’48
Francis M. Betts W’57 GrEd’77
Ruth Saler Blank Ed’37
Daniel H. Bloom, DDS D’46
David B. Brown GrEd’72
Evelyn Hymowitz Brown Ed’54
Thomas M. Bruggman GEd’78
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Phyllis L. Brust PT’75 GEd’83
GrEd’90

Elaine Asher Burden Ed’35
William B. Castetter Gr’48
Andrew T. Cheifetz, DMD D’01 GEd’01
Jennifer Jaye Cheifetz C’97 GEd’00
Stan Cherim C’51 GEd’65
Ruth Gold Cohn Ed’40 GEd’66
Jean E. Dawson Ed’50 GEd’53
Dorothy C. Day Ed’43 GEd’44
Sebastian T. Demanop Ed’57
Theresa Papan Demanop GEd’57
Ellen D. Dillon Ed’31
Eleanore O. Dower NU’56 GEd’59
Mary Taylor Dowlin Ed’49
Kenneth B. Dreyfuss W’69 GEd’77
Charlotte J. Dunmore Ed’49
Patricia Dager Eckfeldt W’41 GEd’61
David Ellowitch GEd’05
Marie C. Farca Ed’57
Carl D. Ferree GEd’68
Eva Flynn Fidler Ed’40 GEd’42
Nancy E. Freilich GEd’68
Sylvia Joseph Galambos CW’74

GEd’74
Kevin R. Gallagher C’80 GEd’89
E. Jane Galloway Ed’53 GEd’57
Charles R. Gamper Ed’41
Louise Bowie Gerow GEd’70
Edna R. Green GEd’62
Saul B. Grossmann C’53 GEd’58
Elizabeth Myers Haig Ed’36
Berjoohy Haigazian GEd’62
Diane E. Haines GrEd’79
Margaret H. Harper Ed’40
Douglas K. Harris
Ellen P. Harris
Mary H. Hawk GEd’71
Clara Garfield Hernes Ed’57
Henry F. Hofmann Ed’38 GEd’43
Emma M. Hohlfeld Ed’38 GEd’41
Rabbi Louis Kaplan Ed’49 GEd’50
Carole Weinheim Karsch Ed’59

CGS’07 GEd’78
Debra R. Kauffman GEd’92
Carl Kaysen C’40 HON’76
Devorah Drell Kendall Ed’52
Nouvel M. Klages Ed’47 GEd’50
Margo T. Kusienski, DMD D’95

GEd’96
Elizabeth U. Lauer Ed’42
Althier M. Lazar Gr’93
Melissa Sue Littman C’91
Jen-Jen Liu Mao
Louise Buell McClureGEd’50
Jane Cohen Millner CW’74 GEd’75
Harvey D. Morse C’68 GEd’70
William W. Nichols
Michael J. O’Reilly GEd’64
William G. Owen W’42 GEd’67
Frances E. Peters Ed’36 G’38
Geraldine M. Phipps Ed’60 Gr’71
Eleanor Anglin Price Ed’31 G’34

Josephine Feldmark Rabinowitz
Ed’46 GEd’48 Gr’93

Lady Isolde Radzinowicz Ed’36
GEd’66

Linda T. Raichle Gr’92
Eileen R. Rauscher-Gray G’87

WMP’92 GrEd’03
Shirley B. Richardson Ed’49 GEd’50
Bessie M. Ruzian CW’41 GEd’64
Marilyn J. Sanders DH’49 Ed’52
Sue Williams Saul GEd’51
Carol J. Scheifele-Holmes GEd’68
Ruth C. Schwalm Ed’49
Cornelia H. Seidel GEd’77
Rodney A. Sell C’57 GEd’65
Tillie Rubin Silas Ed’36
Ruth M. Silverman Ed’57
Carol C. Spencer CW’46
Diane Slavic Sprung Ed’56
Clinton O. Steadman W’44
Cindy G. Sterling C’84 GEd’85
Jill Nemez Stolbach GEd’75
Helene Heffler Stolker Ed’59
Juanita Puyoou Strohecker Ed’55

GEd’58
Jan C. Swenson GEd’91 GEd’97
Leonore Ingber Toll Ed’42
David H. Trautenberg C’80 GEd’80
Christine Henszey Trimble Ed’44 G’45
Joanne Dill Van Zandt Ed’50
Marion Kerr Vitale Ed’49
Babette R. Walters Ed’43
Marilyn Meyer Wilde Ed’56
Elizabeth Wiley Ed’50
Julius J. Willa, Jr. WG’53 GrEd’65
Robert C. F. Willson C’82 GEd’83
Catherine Truitt Winter Ed’39

Class of 1930
Estate of Alfhild A. Brickbauer Ed’30

Class of 1933
Mary Delangh Martin Ed’33 GEd’41

Class of 1934
Miss Margaret L. Simpson Ed’34

G’39 GEd’60

Class of 1935
Elizabeth Shoemaker Cook Ed’35

Class of 1937
Mildred Lazowick Weinstock Ed’37

GEd’38
John G. Zimmerman Ed’37 GEd’39

Class of 1938
Wilma F. Ackerman Ed’38
Hyman Katz, DDS D’38
Joseph F. Rosenthal Ed’38 GEd’39

Class of 1939
Sidney N. Franklin, MD C’39 M’42

RES’46
Genevieve R. Timm Ed’39 GEd’43

Class of 1940
Eva Flynn Fidler Ed’40 GEd’42

Class of 1941
Marjorie M. Anderson Ed’41 GEd’47
Jerry A. Caponigro Ed’41 GEd’42
Helen Jarrett Linwood Ed’41
Joseph E. Rhile GEd’41

Class of 1942
Lucretia Wood Evans Ed’42 
Mary R. Fischer GEd’42
Leonore Ingber Toll Ed’42
Matthew J. Tress GEd’42

Class of 1943
D. Richard Dibatista Ed’43 GEd’46
Bernice G. Greene GEd’43
Dora Duchovnay Jacobs Ed’43

GEd’54

Class of 1944
Gloria Jerjisian Sussman Ed’44

GEd’45

Class of 1945
Shirley Hirst Dierolf GEd’45
Barbara Salus Kemp Ed’45
Dorothy Peele Kramme Ed’45
Elizabeth R. Krewson Ed’45
Clara Sutton McCreary GEd’45
Marcia Damsky Nad Ed’45 GEd’47 
Lois Pollon Proctor Ed’45
Janet Bowen Siegner Ed’45
Marlyn Kaskey Shrut Ed’45 GEd’46
Estate of M. E. Stinner Ed’45 GrEd’51
George E. Williams GEd’45

Class of 1946
Mary Elizabeth Vogdes Haines

Ed’46
Eleanor K. Hess Ed’46 GEd’48
Florence S. Levenson GEd’46
Elizabeth W. Martin GEd’46

Class of 1947
Josephine M. Antoni Ed’47
Charlotte Anderson Baker GEd’47
Henrietta S. Bell Ed’47
Harriet V. Bright Ed’47
Clarence H. Renoll GEd’47
Carol Kimbell Wahlig Ed’47 GEd’49
Isabelle Hoskins Woodrow Ed’47

Class of 1948
Miriam C. Blackmer Ed’48
Helen Rhode Brown GEd’48
Helen Exar Cummings Ed’48 GEd’51
Albert E. Filano Ed’48 GEd’49
Hortense M. Gandy GEd’48
Emily J. Hipps Ed’48
Gwendolyn Matthews Holmes

Ed’48 GEd’49
Roselle Kosack Maerker Ed’48

GEd’49
Frances Baylinson Rosenbluth

Ed’48
Selma Brill Stepansky Ed’48
Prof. Alphonse F. Trezza Ed’48

GEd’50
Ruth West Ed’48

Class of 1949
Marvin C. Creamer GEd’49
Adelina D’Amato-Pavsek Ed’49

GEd’50
Gilda Drotman Ed’49 GEd’50
Betty Keiper McGhee Ed’49
Anna Kuba Ed’49 GEd’54
William Roper Ed’49 GEd’50
Ruth C. Schwalm Ed’49 
Geraldine L. Smith GEd’49
Donald T. Sollenberger C’45

GEd’49
Barbara Bayer Starr Ed’49
Katherine Y. Sundheim Ed’49
William Talarico, Jr. Ed’49
Betty Valardi GEd’49
Alice Way Waddington Ed’49

Class of 1950
Rose Hartl Agre Ed’50
Clarence A. Faulcon Ed’50 GEd’52
Richard T. Geist Ed’50 GEd’52
Carl J. Giuranna Ed’50
Eva M. Gress Ed’50
Marcia Oleve Halbert Ed’50
Manuel Handel C’44 GEd’50
Miriam Hunsberger Ed’50
Ellwood B. Jacoby Ed’50 GEd’51

GrEd’66
Arthur C. Kretz III GEd’50
Linda J. Nelson Ed’50
Nancy Hamilton Sager Ed’50
Stanley J. Schwartz Ed’50 GEd’51
Clara Peck Schultz DH’48 Ed’50
Corinne Trimmer Stuart Ed’50
Sally Baldwin Wiker Ed’50
Ruth Myers Worthington Ed’50

GEd’84

Class of 1951
Miss Zoe K. Cummings MU’49

GEd’51
Joan Lopinson Gollub Ed’51
Melvin Merians Ed’51
Margaret G. Montemuro Ed’51

CLASS HONOR ROLL  
All gifts from alumni of the School of
Education and the Graduate School
of Education are also listed by year
of the first education degree earned. 
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Thank YouHenry L. Pearlberg GEd’51
Bruce R. Rathbun, Jr. GEd’51
Virginia Beaumont Rich Ed’51
Sue Williams Saul GEd’51
Blanche Hope Smith GEd’51

Class of 1952
Lois Burwell Horton Ed’52 GEd’53
Margaret E. Phillips GEd’52
Dolores S. Sevrin Ed’52
Helen Hoskins Studabaker Ed’52

Class of 1953
Elizabeth T. Byar Ed’53 GEd’54
Naomi Gahuse Bristol GEd’53
Sarah Decoux Ed’53
Shirley Magitson Grallnick Ed’53
Vera Welch Hall GEd’53
Neal S. Kahn Ed’53 GEd’54
Selma Adelman Kron Ed’53
Ariminta C. Lomax GEd’53
Luther C. Medinger GEd’53

Class of 1954
Edna De Veaux Alexander GEd’54
Ruth S. Buckingham Ed’54 GEd’55
Hattie Gaines Hamilton GEd’54
Marlin W. Klinger GEd’54
Josephine A. Pagano GEd’54
Clarence H. Preitz GEd’54
Shirley R. Rhone GEd’54
Mary Rose O. Sharkey DH’53 Ed’54

Class of 1955
Josephine Seaton Franklin GEd’55

Class of 1956
Gladys H. Goehringer Ed’56 GEd’59
Charlie B. Hauser GrEd’56
Carole R. Jacobson, Esq. Ed’56
Joyce Samhammer Hays NU’53

GEd’56

Class of 1957
Jean Evangelou GEd’57
Arnold Fletcher GrEd’57
Jennie Mokrynski GEd’57
John A. Morton GEd’57
Marie L. Piekarski NU’52 

GEd’57
Joan Levy Zolot Ed’57

Class of 1958
Mary Raynor Griggsby GEd’58
June Reinhardt Huebner Ed’58

GEd’60
Eleanor Lipton Ed’58
Rev. Michael Mokris GEd’58
Selma Worker Rosenberg Ed’58

Ruth Karsch Sackner Ed’58
Harriet Cohen Schwartz Ed’58
Elaine First Sharpe Ed’58 G’61

Class of 1959
Eleanore O. Dower NU’56 GEd’59
Nora Haith NU’56 GEd’59
Wesley L. Howarth GME’59
Carole Weinheim Karsch Ed’59

CGS’07 GEd’78
Vera S. Kauffman GEd’59
George V. Kirk GrEd’59
Ann E. Lewis GEd’59
Ruth Jones McDonald Ed’59
Mary J. Pettersen GEd’59
William J. Rishel GEd’59
Rosalie Gordon Rosenbaum Ed’59
Muriel C. Schroeder GEd’59
Charles E. Seaman GEd’59
Helene Heffler Stolker Ed’59

Class of 1960
Mary E. Anderson GEd’60
R. Lucille Balukjian Ed’60 GEd’76
Arlene P. Bennett, MD Ed’60 M’64
Virginia Bullard Byers NU’52

GEd’60
Loretta Carmickle Ed’60 GEd’63
Inez Friedman-Lipetz Ed’60
Capt. Phyllis M. Gates GEd’60
Anna Banks Hammond GEd’60
Amy Pifer Leonard OT’56 GEd’60
Sandra Ratner Polis Ed’60 GEd’66
Alan H. Solomon C’60 G’64
Novella M. Troy GEd’60

Class of 1961
Hazel M. Anthony GrEd’61
Elaine Linenberg Cohen Ed’61
Bernice B. Davis GEd’61
Julia Kraft Davis Ed’61
Rev. Dorothy M. Field GEd’61
Helen H. Gilmore Ed’61
Ellen Dixon Granger GEd’61
Maxine Weisman Greenberg Ed’61
Jean Woodcock Haring GEd’61
Anna Hood Heuer GEd’61
Jay Vernon Irwin GEd’61
William D. Kautz GEd’61
Gail Clark Lafrance Ed’61
Christine H. Lindsey GEd’61
Arnold F. Marcantonio Gr’61
Mary LaVerne Wright Miner Ed’61
Phyllis Young Murray GEd’61
Ernestine Terrell Redman GEd’61

GrEd’93
Kathryn Gray Rucker Ed’61
Eleanor Kosiak Szini, RN NU’58

GEd’61

Royce B. Walden GEd’61

Class of 1962
Ann M. Brislin GEd’62
Marcia Auerbach Brody CW’59

GEd’62
Shirley Bair Crumlich, RN GEd’62
Richard S. E. Den GEd’62
Edna R. Green GEd’62
Donna E. Haney GEd’62
Conrad F. Hellwege, Jr. GEd’62
John P. Holden GEd’62
Geraldine M. Kelsey GEd’62
Charles W. Paddock GEd’62
Rose Pinneo GEd’62
Cleo R. Winston GEd’62
Florence Arline Zimmerman GEd’62

Class of 1963
James B. Fritts GEd’63
Robert E. Gerke GEd’63
Barbara Hippel Gordon GEd’63
Shirley Carter Hagerson GEd’63
Dorothy S. McNally GEd’63
Michael M. Remy GEd’63
Curtis L. Shumaker GEd’63
Beverly S. Straub GEd’63
Peter Wurm GEd’63
Elizabeth B. Yovino GEd’63

Class of 1964
Robert M. Aiken Ed’64 GEd’66
John A. Bell GEd’64
Sheila M. Bell GEd’64
Ellamarie O. Bledsoe GEd’64
Roblyn V. Breece GEd’64
Sally G. Brenner GEd’64
Sara M. Brown GrEd’64
Bruce C. Burt GEd’64
William F. Eastman GrEd’64
Doris Harvey Edison GEd’64
Doris Sherman Gimpelson GEd’64
Ivia W. Greene GEd’64
Jane Amsterdam Howard GEd’64
Georgene W. Lane GEd’64
Audrianne Blitz Levene G’64
Lois Prestwood Mamourian GEd’64
Herbert Mandel GEd’64
Garwood A. Maunula GEd’64
Patricia Kearney Miamidian GEd’64
Charlotte M. Moskowitz GEd’64

GrEd’84
Cloyte B. Moye GEd’64
Raymond I. Noyes GEd’64
Paul V. Pesavento GEd’64
Judith Brunhouse Sapienza GEd’64
Gail Lubets Schwartz GEd’64
Darrell G. Torgerson GEd’64

Class of 1965
Maryjane C. Altmiller GEd’65
Vance A. Bachman GEd’65
Brian B. Barlow W’56 GEd’65
Nancy Engel Evans GEd’65
Norman A. Lane GEd’65
Kathleen Mendte Logan GEd’65
Gloria C. Outlaw GEd’65
Carol Cober Reid GEd’65
Luther B. Sowers GrEd’65
Edwin C. Spencer GrEd’65
Bruce A. Stayman GEd’65
Donald R. Vanderkolk GEd’65
Martha R. Williams GEd’65
Chui Ying Chen Wu GEd’65
Irene P. Yarbrough GEd’65

Class of 1966
Ross M. Burkhardt GEd’66
Anna Lisa Dopirak GEd’66 GCP’71
Marion Appel Gibbon CW’60 GEd’66
Lynn Auerbach Kaplan GEd’66
Kathleen Lynch Odea GEd’66
Anne Wynder Pittman GEd’66
Patricia S. Platt GEd’66
A. Richard Polis GEd’66
Martin D. Renshaw GEd’66
Constantine N. Stroumbakis

GrEd’66
Shirley R. Tyree GEd’66
David C. Ulmer, Jr. GEd’66
Homer A. Wood W’57 GEd’66
William G. Woodhams GEd’66

Class of 1967
Rena Benson Burstein GEd’67
Mary McGee Campbell GEd’67
Eugene C. Cashour GEd’67
Janet Stone Curtis GEd’67
Miss Carol S. Dempster GEd’67
Toby Adler Dybbs CW’63 GEd’67
Natalie Zellat Dyen CW’66 GEd’67
Ronni J. Feder GEd’67
Beau-Janette Fleming Feldman

GEd’67
Sandra Lotz Fisher CW’64 GEd’67
Anita Reyes Gebhart CW’46 GEd’67
Marilyn D. Gorman GEd’67
Joseph P. Kender GrEd’67
Susan S. Klein GEd’67
Judith Zimmer Mauriello GEd’67
Merrill S. Morgan GEd’67
William G. Owen W’42 GEd’67
Maria G. Restuccia NU’60 GEd’67
Oliver F. Rhine GEd’67
Marion R. Rilling GrEd’67
Robert C. Rudd GEd’67
Jane Penman Schroeder GEd’67
James E. Shada W’56 GEd’67
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Joan Murphy Upton GEd’67
Linda Franz Welsh GEd’67

Class of 1968
Heidelise Als GEd’68 Gr’75
Erling E. Boe HON’68
Mary Leach Colen GEd’68
Morgan C. France GEd’68
Nancy E. Freilich GEd’68
Ina M. Galer GEd’68
Cynthia B. Gibby GEd’68
Rebecca Lentz Gorton GEd’68
Lynne G. Kauffman-Kaye CW’63

GEd’68 GEd’97
Susanne V. Nolde GEd’68
Karen Bress Rose CW’67 GEd’68
Vivian L. Willson GEd’68

Class of 1969
Mitchell H. Bernstein GEd’69
Miriam Bloch Barsky CW’69
Barbara Russo Bravo CW’68

GEd’69
Susan M. Cotton GEd’69
Walter C. Emery GEd’69
Barbara L. Evans GEd’69
Anne Levesque Garrett GEd’69
Carol A. Gershman GEd’69
William R. Halttunen GrEd’69
James W. Hildebrand GEd’69
Reggie M. Ivey GEd’69
Christopher A. Jones GEd’69
Warren D. Kelemen GEd’69
Gary E. Newkirk GEd’69
Robert A. Nykamp GEd’69
F. C. Vergara GEd’69
Kathryn Breon Zink GEd’69

Class of 1970
Aileen Kohn Beckman CW’65

GEd’70
Angela Booker Case GEd’70
William Edgar Ferguson GEd’70
Howard Freeman GrEd’70
Margaret Smith Green GEd’70
Genevieve King Hamilton GEd’70
Marcia L. Harrington CW’65 GEd’70
Cindi B. Hasit CW’70 GEd’70 Gr’82
Olivia Dennis Heathcote, EdD

GEd’70
Melinda W. Hochberg GEd’70
Mary F. Holmer GEd’70
Judith Applegate Jervis GEd’70
Martha S. Knouss GEd’70
Janet B. Kuenne GrEd’70
N. Ronald LeDonne GEd’70
Lawrence M. Lengel GrEd’70
Henry J. Lipsitt, MD C’69 GEd’70
Marilyn V. Malone CW’69 GEd’70

G’72
Claire E. Morris GrEd’70
Catharine F. Nicholson GEd’70
John R. Pedrick GEd’70

Oliver H. Perry GEd’70
Hope Brown Riley, PhD GEd’70

Gr’89
Lynette M. Robinson GEd’70
Diana B. Seinfeld CW’68 GEd’70
Jack E. Smith GEd’70
Nancy W. Thomas GEd’70

Class of 1971
John K. Baillie GrEd’71
Barbara P. Barnett GEd’71
Jill M. Brethauer GEd’71 WG’76
Marcia Bookman Brown CW’70

GEd’71
Barbara Toomer Davis GEd’71
Janet G. Dubner GEd’71
Sylvia Sclar Friedman GrEd’71
Jane P. Gibbons GEd’71
Robert M. Hass GEd’71
Mary H. Hawk GEd’71
Lily V. Holloway GEd’71
Nancy Karp Linton CW’71 GEd’71
Mark C. Nagy, EdD GrEd’71
Alberta T. Pedroja CW’70 GEd’71
William W. Reynolds, Jr. GrEd’71
Wendy Cantor Santoro CW’69

GEd’71
Hannah G. Winston GEd’71 GEd’04

Class of 1972
Carol Chamberlain Appleby 

GEd’72
Joan C. Barth GEd’72
Reina Marin Bassini CW’72 GEd’72
Michael L. Bentley GEd’72
Joseph P. Bevilacqua GrEd’72
John E. Connolly Gr’72
Linda Colman Freeman GEd’72
Bonnie Small Greenberg CW’71

GEd’72
Linda J. Hanrahan GEd’72
Eunice I. Harris GEd’72
Ellen Lumish Hesse CW’72 GEd’72
Lois Gradin Kemp GEd’72
Michael G. Kirsch C’68 GEd’72

GrEd’74
Eva Klein GEd’72 WG’82
James Anthony Mason GEd’72
Michael S. Melnyk GEd’72
Leslie Fisher Muir GEd’72
Norma L. Notzold GEd’72
Robert E. Pritchard, EdD G’70

GrEd’72
Ruth S. Ross GEd’72
Beth Bressman Sackler CW’72

GEd’72
Thomas F. Santini GEd’72
Claudia Pine Simon GEd’72
Isabelle D. Tapley CW’72 G’74
Jean DeGraff Tischler GEd’72
Kathleen E. Walsh GEd’72
Deborah E. Whiteley GEd’72
Kristen M. Williams GEd’72

Georgene Reicher Winick GEd’72
Ona Werner Ziegler GEd’72

Class of 1973
Charles E. Battista C’73
Robert J. Bayuk, EdD GrEd’73
Wendy Wexler Branton CW’70

GEd’73 Gr’82 
Raloy E. Brown GrEd’73
Anthony B. Costanzo C’69 GEd’73
Kathleen Y. Dougherty CW’72

GEd’73 WG’82
Jessiebai Franklin GEd’73
Margaret S. Harvey GEd’73
Judith Hyman CW’73
Barbara Landy Julis CW’73 GEd’73
Maryann Knewstub GEd’73
James T. Kurashige GrEd’73
Ellen L. Milgrim GEd’73 GrEd’82
Randal Morgan, Jr. GEd’73 WG’80
Edward M. Nazzaro C’73 GEd’73
Elizabeth L. Rushmore GEd’73
Jo Ann Krentzman Sachs GEd’73
Joel E. Samitz GEd’73
Joann Tuttle Seaver GEd’73 Gr’89
Elizabeth Taylor-Tyree GEd’73
Joan Schlansker Wallis GEd’73
Powel Gorman Welliver GEd’73

Class of 1974
Benjamin M. Ashcom GrEd’74
Thomas W. Biester GEd’74
David W. Breeden GEd’74
Valerie Thompson Broadie CW’74

GEd’74
Linda Nelson Brill GEd’74
Sandra Russell Brown MT’69

GEd’74
James R. Coe GEd’74
David A. Downes GEd’74
Joan Frank GEd’74
Nancy S. Goodman GEd’74
Barbara Steinhardt Gross CW’72

GEd’74
James R. Hallam GEd’74
Robert Harrison GEd’74
Marjorie S. Hertz CW’74 GEd’74
Julie A. Kaufman GEd’74
Sari Margo Kushner GEd’74
Howard M. Rosenberg, DDS GEd’74
Joanne Rubin GEd’74 Gr’80
Donald D. Schaffer G’62 GrEd’74
Sally G. Weinstein GEd’74

Class of 1975
Caren S. Barzelay CW’74 GEd’75
Jacqueline L. Bush-Campbell

CW’75 GEd’75
Carla P. Childs GEd’75
Patricia Hyndman Doggett GEd’75
David E. Fitzkee C’75 GEd’75
William C. Gingrich GEd’75
Nancy L. Green GEd’75

Nan Weiss Ham GEd’75
Valerie Hollmeyer GEd’75
Judith Kapustin Katz GrEd’75
Robert A. Katz GEd’75
Susan Kaufman CW’75 GEd’75 Gr’81
Richard J. King GEd’75
Lisa S. Kushner GEd’75
Lauren Luchnick Leavitt GEd’75
Elizabeth A. Lindsay GEd’75
Barbara Jaffe Lorry, PhD CW’61

GEd’75
Linda S. Matlack GEd’75
Jean Strecker Moore CW’75

GEd’75 WG’80
Richard R. S. Northrop GEd’75

WG’82
Mary K. O’Gorman GEd’75
Sheldon S. Pavel GrEd’75
Barbara B. Rabson CW’74 GEd’75
Jerilynn R. Radcliffe GEd’75 Gr’81

Class of 1976
Frances R. Byers Gr’76
Cecelia Gartrell Evans GEd’76

GrEd’85
Patricia Snyder Guth GrEd’76
James E. Habecker GrEd’76
William R. Hartman GEd’76

GrEd’85 GEd’03
Peter K. Johnston C’76 GEd’76
Margery Staman Miller GrEd’76
W. Michael Nailor C’76 GEd’76
Letitia O. Principato CW’49 GEd’76

GGS’99
Nancy E. Reynolds CW’67 GEd’76
Eric M. Scoblionko C’76 GEd’76
Joseph H. Sessoms, Jr. GEd’76
Rhoda F. Smolow GEd’76
Ann T. Stenson GEd’76
Anne H. Van Arkel GEd’76
David B. Woods C’75 GEd’76

Class of 1977
Deborah L. Ancona, PhD C’77

GEd’77
Francis M. Betts W’57 GrEd’77
Eric J. Capellari C’77 GEd’77
Lawson H. Bowling III GEd’77
Martha Ebert-Baum GEd’77
Kenneth B. Dreyfuss W’69 GEd’77
Barbara M. Fierstein GEd’77
Roberta B. Hampson C’76 GEd’77
Lloyd O. Lohmeyer GEd’77
Louise Usselman Maier GEd’77

Gr’82
Linda L. Mather GrEd’77
Jorie W. Philippi CGS’71 GEd’77
Jeffrey F. Reuter GEd’77
Diana Rausnitz Riklis C’76 GEd’77
Reena Levine Seltzer C’76 GEd’77
Robert R. Sutcliffe GrEd’77
Michael J. Yost C’77 GEd’77
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Class of 1978
Eva Z. Abrams, PhD GEd’78 Gr’89
Laura-Lee Macht Bearss GEd’78
Jane Nelson Beatty GEd’78
Carol Egan Bornstein C’77 GEd’78
Thomas M. Bruggman GEd’78
Frances M. Carter GrEd’78
Ruth A. Falchero CW’72 GEd’78
Laura Bell Haimm C’78 GEd’78
Paul Harrison, Jr. C’77 GEd’78
M. C. Humbert GEd’78
Carol Lee Labelle GEd’78
Cynthia O. McEtchin CW’74 GEd’78
Burton J. Nadler C’75 GEd’78
Ji Eun Rha C’78 GEd’78
Sandra Owen Richards C’78 GEd’78
Andrew Savicky GEd’78 Gr’80
Sandra Marie Vermeychuk GEd’78
Doris A. Wojnarowski, Esq C’78

GEd’78
William P. Wood, Jr. EE’78 GEE’82
Pamela Goren Yohlin C’78 GEd’78
Flora Dorsey Young GrEd’78
Kenneth C. Young, Jr. Gr’78

Class of 1979
Sylvia-Lee Alden GEd’79 GrEd’79
Nancy Lee Bergey CW’75 GEd’79

CGS’04
Elena V. Camacho C’79 GEd’79
Teri Gross Cohen C’78 GEd’79
Betty Gross Eisenberg C’77 GEd’79
Amy B. Weiss Friedman GEd’79
Marsha Gerdes GEd’79 Gr’84
Stephen R. Gring GrEd’79
Robin C. Kane C’78 GEd’79
Terri L. Needels GEd’79
Susan C. Peterson GEd’79
Mary Hancock Rippel GEd’79
Molly D. Shepard GEd’79
Edmund C. Spelman III C’79

GEd’79
Renee Spelman GEd’79
Judith Trachtenberg GEd’79

Class of 1980
Sally L. Archer Gr’80
Constance A. Bakke-Noble GEd’80
Donna M. Beers GEd’80
Gerald S. Frim, Esquire C’80

GEd’80 L’84
Nadia E. Hionides GEd’80
Peter C. Madeja C’80 GEd’80
Maryann Owens Magee-Male

GEd’80 Gr’87
Laura A. Michener GrEd’80
Roberta L. Winters GrEd’80

Class of 1981
Timothy D. Cross GEd’81 G’81 Gr’83
Terri Altman Ginsburg C’78 GEd’81
Ronald M. Jenkins GrEd’81
Arthur N. Levy C’81 GEd’81
Marcia K. Morgan GEd’81
Katherine Major Park GrEd’81
Deborah B. Ron GEd’81 Gr’86
Alison Rubenfeld GEd’81
Wendy Schwab Schnall GEd’81
Deborah Steiger Schnur C’81 GEd’81
Kathryn Bentz Schwartz GEd’81
Thomas Seraydarian GrEd’81
Kathleen M. Shiota C’78 GEd’81
Charles R. Summers GEd’81

Class of 1982
Janet A. Cienki Gr’82
Audrey Doberstein GrEd’82
Drew G. Dorman GEd’82
Donna E. Down GEd’82
Philip S. Engel, DMD D’82 GEd’82
Gail G. Glicksman, PhD GEd’82

Gr’97
Jeffrey A. Goodman, DMD D’82

GEd’82
Margaret A. Wurzer Mackowsky

C’82 GEd’82
Joseph A. Martin GrEd’82
Lois E. Ogilby C’81 GEd’82
Maria B. Persico GEd’82
Maria Showalter CW’75 GEd’82
Thomas R. Stretton, Jr. GrEd’82
Karen Cleo Wolf GEd’82
Jean Byrnes Ziegler GEd’82

Class of 1983
Eugene M. Baldwin GrEd’83
James F. Bologa GrEd’83
Jeanne S. Cranks GrEd’83
G. M. Davis GrEd’83
Geraldine A. Edwards Gr’83
Alan D. Fegley C’80 W’80 GEd’83
Frederica F. Haas GrEd’83
Virginia R. Hall-Apicella, PhD

Gr’83
Adrienne Z. Jacoby GrEd’83
Carolyn B. Keefe GrEd’83
Douglas J. Lyons GrEd’83
Elizabeth D. Malissa GEd’83
James W. McGuire C’82 GEd’83
Maureen Litwak Mercogliano

GEd’83
Barbara A. Mitchell GEd’83 Gr’87
Elaine M. Samans GrEd’83
Sudee Sanders GEd’83
Marsha R. Yorinks GEd’83
Gail Ellen Weinstein GEd’83 Gr’86

GrEd’86

Reena L. Zigelman GEd’83 Gr’98

Class of 1984
Michelle P. Alberti-Billig GEd’84

Gr’89
Edward L. Collymore GrEd’84
Jill Conrad GrEd’84
Nicholas J. Corbo GrEd’84
Sharon Dobbins Egan GEd’84
Marian L. Fetter GEd’84
Thomas J. Gerbner C’79 GEd’84

Gr’90
Carole Prudhon Giegerich GEd’84

GEd’89
Ellen Linky GrEd’84 GEd’02
Maureen Parris CGS’76 GEd’84

CGS’02
Susan E. Ledwell Saragnese C’78

GEd’84
Robert E. Schiller GEd’84 GrEd’84
Therese Schneider-Koller GEd’84
Meryl Antonowsky Weiss C’79

GEd’84
Wendi Stern Zales C’84 GEd’84

Class of 1985
Amy Blatte Braunstein C’84 GEd’85
Corrinne A. Caldwell Gr’85
Cathleen Campbell C’83 GEd’85

GEd’98
Steven R. Dayno GEd’85
Laura Ducceschi GEd’85
Rebecca A. Eno C’81 GEd’85
Kuan Ning M. Fu GEd’85
David B. Gustafson C’85 GEd’85
Lucy Buchen Hines GEd’85
Nancy G. Hoop GrEd’85
Lois M. Kaplan GEd’85
Doreen Casey Kelly C’85 GEd’85
Janice Lowe Lieberman C’85
Nancy Jo Melucci GEd’85 GrEd’92
Mark R. Pellico C’79 GEd’85 GrEd’92
William R. Pollard Gr’85
Linda E. Santoro Ed’85 GrEd’92
Philip D. Selim Gr’85
Jane Kenny Sheeran NU’68 GEd’85
Sulpicio D. Soriano, MD GEd’85 M’85
Holden T. Waterman GrEd’85
Marcia E. Witlin GrEd’85
Keith E. Yoder GrEd’85 

Class of 1986
Stephanie G. DiCiurcio GEd’86
Myra M. Goldschmidt GEd’86 Gr’93
B. L. Goodloe-Kaplan Gr’86
Gail E. Harris GEd’86
Sharon L. Joffe GEd’86
Margaret Geisler Leonard GEd’86
Julie Gorchow Levine GEd’86

Kalala Kabongo-Mianda GEd’86
Gr’91

Constance V. Ryskamp GEd’86
GrEd’86

Marta Turner Stevens GrEd’86
George W. Woodruff GEd’86 Gr’93

Class of 1987
Paul S. Adams Gr’87
Madeleine G. Antonelli GEd’87
Maria Antonia L. Cowles GEd’87
Ann McCarthy Gallagher W’82

WG’87
D. Weston Herrick G’87
Jean N. Kuhn C’81 GEd’87
Elisabeth A. LeFort C’76 GEd’87
Joel Magerman G’87
Laura L. Maltby GEd’87
Linda Ann Miller Gr’87
Gail Brookstein Raznov Gr’87
Sarah S. Whalen GEd’87

Class of 1988
Alice Patricia Baxter Gr’88
Peter A. Bobbe GEd’88
Bette Ann Califf GEd’88
Sally Schwer Canning GEd’88

Gr’94
Hannah Mok Chow C’86 GEd’88
Lynda Ann Cook GrEd’88
Kristin A. B. Davidson CGS’84

GEd’88 GEd’01
Michelle Goldman Eisenberg C’87

GEd’88
Cecilia P. Fonseca C’88 GEd’88
Sue Ellen Steiger Gerber C’88

GEd’88
Virginia L. Golder GEd’88
Valerie S. Jakar GrEd’88 GrEd’95
Susan C. Kimmerlein C’88 GEd’88
Lois M. Kohn-Claar C’88 GEd’88
Susan M. Kresefski GEd’88
Lael Leslie GEd’88
Mary Alice O’Donnell Gr’88
William Lee Quinby GEd’88
Geraldine Mary Rockett Gr’88
Angela M. Scanzello Gr’88
Jennifer E. Spratt Gr’88
Debbie L. Stauffer GEd’88
Juliet A. Sternberg GEd’88
Jess B. Unger GEd’88 Gr’99
William L. Usnik, Jr. GEd’88

Class of 1989
Ryna Alexander GEd’89
Ilene Marni Berman C’89 GEd’89
John Robert Burns GrEd’89
Richard S. Carter C’88 GEd’89

GrEd’98
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Blythe Bachmann Everett GEd’89
Thomas H. Goss GEd’89
Ernest Green, Jr. GEd’89 Gr’92
Christine E. Guerci GEd’89
Robin J. Gutkin GEd’89
Curtis Dunston Howard, PhD Gr’89
Jennifer Kingston GEd’89
John P. Maher GrEd’89
Audrey A. Maiese GEd’89
Sharon Lee Mitsler GEd’89
Robert B. Rhoades GEd’89 CGS’06
Mary R. Robeson GEd’89

Class of 1990
Heidi E. Anderson GEd’90
Jane E. Ashdown GrEd’90
Elizabeth Cornman GEd’90
Catherine S. Fennell GEd’90
Roger W. Gee GrEd’90
Martha S. Kellow GrEd’90
Mary Ann Kowalski GEd’90
Mary M. Krueger, PhD GrEd’90
Cynthia J. Nelson CW’74 GEd’90
Emilie Malone Nichols GEd’90

GEd’06
Dianna L. Stockdale GEd’90
Delia M. Turner GEd’90 GrEd’96
Thomas N. Wilfrid, PhD GrEd’90
Robin Lentz Worgan GEd’90

Class of 1991
Jeffrey Berger Gr’91
Sari A. Braderman GEd’91 GEd’99

GEd’00
Sally E. Burrell GEd’91
Rev. Janet Nolting Carter GEd’91
Kathleen M. Connor GrEd’91
P. A. Furrer-Hatzikos GEd’91
Nancy Hornberger HON’91
Michelle E. Hynes GEd’91
Karen H. Jacobson Gr’91
Dana S. Kaminstein, PhD GrEd’91
Nancy J. LeClair GEd’91
Mandy Kelsey Marion C’90 GEd’91
Barbara W. McGrath C’90 GEd’91
Rachel Nelson Moeller GEd’91
Carol Lawson Pippen Gr’91
Sherry Sandler-Pearlstein GEd’91
Audrey Hochhauser Schewe C’89

GEd’91
Janet B. Snyder, PhD GEd’91
Jordan H. Turner GEd’91

Class of 1992
Juliana B. Bates Gr’92
H. Penny S. Bryan Gr’92
Cornelius V. Cain GrEd’92
Nandini Chowdhury GEd’92
Leanne S. Clancy C’88 GEd’92
Myrna L. Cohen Gr’92
Amanda J. Collins GEd’92 GEd’99

GEd’05
Kristina M. Constantino GEd’92

Angela M. Corbo GEd’92 Gr’04
Catherine T. Ferry GEd’92
Heather A. Fitzgerald GEd’92
J. Foight-Cressman GEd’92 Gr’05
Tamara Grunde-Mclaughlin GEd’92
Timothy Martin Johnson GEd’92
Joseph Thomas Keenan Gr’92
Beverly A. Keith GEd’92
Richard A. Kratz GrEd’92
Deann Overcash Lichtenstein C’89

GEd’92
Elisabeth I. Levi C’91 GEd’92 Gr’04
Betty Sue H. Newman Gr’92
Cristina L. Rabayda C’90 GEd’92

GEd’97
Linda T. Raichle Gr’92
Barbara Sherr Roswell Gr’92
Lynnette G. Ruch Gr’92
Janice R. Showler GrEd’92
Laura S. Steinbach GEd’92
Susan M. Vescera GEd’92
Laura B. Zaharakis GEd’92

Class of 1993
Kimberly Allen-Stuck GEd’93 Gr’99
Athena Anthopoulos-Karnavas

C’86 GEd’93
Joan C. Carey GEd’93
Sherrea S. Chadwin GEd’93
Cynthia Claffey GEd’93
Anne S. Daneker GEd’93
Mary L. Folts Gr’93 GEd’00
Amy Elizabeth Fry C’92 GEd’93
Judith A. Gardner Gr’93
Debra K. Goldberg GEd’93
Andrea Gray GEd’93
Alan Paul Hans, Jr. GEd’93
Erlinda B. Juliano GEd’93
Althier M. Lazar Gr’93
Katherine Martha McGraw GEd’93
John Romig McKinstry GEd’93
Fran O’Byrne Pelham GrEd’93
Michael Y. Oh C’92 GEd’93 Gr’07
Jennifer E. Ragland GEd’93
Shelley Carolyn Randall Gr’93
Thomas L. Shugar GrEd’93 GEd’00
Sharie Marie Sinson GEd’93
Elizabeth A. Wittner GEd’93

Janet L. Wolfe C’91 GEd’93
Lynsey Laura Wollin GEd’93
Patricia O. D. Wood CGS’85 GEd’93

Class of 1994
Dale M. Allison GNU’82 Gr’94
Karen Grimm Berry C’93 GEd’94
Janet Braker GEd’94
Mariandl M. Cabell GEd’94
Karen Droga Campe GEd’94
Cicely T. Fegley C’93 GEd’94
Ellen L. Foley GEd’94 Gr’98
Jennifer Masters Hale GEd’94
Doreen L. Halvorsen GEd’94
Kenneth E. Hartman GrEd’94

Barbara G. Kernaghan Gr’94
Robert T. Lynam C’91 GEd’94
T. Braden Montgomery, Jr. Gr’94
Kara M. Mansfield Morehouse

GEd’94
Christina M. Mecca GEd’94
Nancy Lee Porter Gr’94
David Bacon Smith GEd’94
Lori Beth Stauffer Gr’94
Flora Naomi Taylor Gr’94
Steven B. Taylor Gr’94 GEd’01
Laura Morsman Thorsen GEd’94
Michelle L. Ulmer-Parker GEd’94
Edwin L. Woolley III Gr’94
Elizabeth Cheryl Zack GEd’94

Class of 1995
Rebecca Meyercord Brown GEd’95
Loraine A. Connolly-Jones GEd’95
Johanna A. Gedaka, PhD Gr’95
Julia I. Grandison C’93 GEd’95
Mary C. Haon GEd’95
Kelly L. Lengel GEd’95
Blake Lloyd GEd’95 Gr’00
Michael Murphy GEd’95
Matthew Vincent O’Malley GEd’95
Rebecca J. Reumann-Moore G’89

Gr’95
Nathaniel A. Rice GEd’95
Gail E. Slogoff GEd’95
Leslie Hughes Smith C’93 GEd’95

WG’02
Barbara E. Tarr GEd’95
Judith Toman Gr’95

Class of 1996
Courtney Allison GEd’96
Donna S. Armstrong Gr’96
John E. Briggs Gr’96
Mira B. Brown GEd’96
James L. Citron Gr’96
Melissa Wagner Flynn GEd’96
Jamie Sojin Kim-Ross GEd’96
Janet Kobosky GEd’96
Josh C. Krall GEd’96
John B. Melesky GEd’96
William A. O’Flanagan GrEd’96
Michelle Leone Riley C’95 GEd’96
Darlene Roberta Scott, PhD Gr’96
Frederick M. Van Sickle GEd’96
Marjorie Soto GEd’96
Carina Husband Urbach GEd’96
Jane Molly Vardaro Gr’96 GrEd’96
Danielle Monique Wright GEd’96

Class of 1997
Caroline Brayer Ebby Gr’97
Caroline W. Ellison Gr’97 Gr’97
Deirdre Farmbry GrEd’97 GEd’05
Michelle O. King, PhD Gr’97
Patricia Kubiak GEd’97 GEd’99
Deborah S. Marcus GEd’97 Gr’04
Melissa Mordell GEd’97 Gr’01

Susan M. O’Malley GEd’97
Judith A. Silverman C’90 GEd’97

GrEd’03
Catherine E. C. Sullivan GEd’97

WMP’00
Donna H. Topping Gr’97
Gu Yan Gr’97
Lisa A. Zappetti GEd’97

Class of 1998
Diane D. Anderson, PhD Gr’98
Anne L. Chen C’97 GEd’98
Marsha H. Comegno GEd’98

GrEd’04
Kristen L. Casa Connor GEd’98
Irene Markman Geisner C’93 W’93

GEd’98
Robert A. Gold GEd’98
Christopher E. Hopey Gr’98
Alison K. Kideckel GEd’98 Gr’04
Sonya Nichole Martin GEd’98

CGS’04
Gloria J. McNeal RN, PhD GNU’75

Gr’98
Eugenia Merliss GEd’98
Lisa B. Morenoff GEd’98
Megan L. Schumacher GEd’98
Adam B. Sherr C’90 GEd’98 GEd’00

GrEd’0
Robert E. Vaughn, Jr. Gr’98

Class of 1999
Samantha B. Abelson GEd’99
Pamela J. Booser GEd’99
Martha B. Bryans GEd’99 GrEd’00
Susan M. Bunnell GEd’99
Meredith Kates Forster GEd’99
Edmund T. Hamann Gr’99
Bruce N. Haskin GEd’99 GEd’01

GEd’02
Susan J. Hendricks GEd’99
Susan Hemphill Marston, EdD

GrEd’99
Michael L. McGarvey, MD RES’99
Vicky Menexas-Gioroukakis GEd’99

Gr’01
Karen Nolan GrEd’99
Christine Andrews Paulsen Gr’99
Jennifer Stanwix Reich C’98

GEd’99
Amy S. Thompson GEd’99 GEd’02

GEd’04

Class of 2000
Susan L. Ben-Abdallah GEd’00
Deborah Yarber Clarke GrEd’00
Emelie P. Collet GEd’00
Patricia A. Daley GEd’00 Gr’04
Andrea M. Emmons GEd’00 GEd’02
Kim M. Farrow C’94 GEd’00
Cherel R. Ferrell GEd’00 GEd’02
Gene G. Fiducia GEd’00
Linda S. Hecht WEV’98 GEd’00
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Tracy E. Kamens GEd’00 GrEd’04
Valarie A. Redman GEd’00
Ryan Song C’99 GEd’00
Taryn S. Sutch GEd’00
David B. Thakker ENG’00
Nelly S. Toll GrEd’00
V. S. Weaver-Zercher GEd’00

Class of 2001
Mollie V. Blackburn Gr’01
Marycary Bradley GEd’01 SW’01

Gr’07 SWP’07
Tracey Gross GEd’01
Jennifer Suzanne Healey C’96

GEd’01
Wen Ting Kan GEd’01
Kathryn C. McGinn GEd’01 GEd’03
Oswald H. Richards Gr’01
Jamie D. Rosner GEd’01
Sharon D. Smith GEd’01 GEd’02
Aimee E. Tabor GEd’01 GrEd’04
Karen Waibel GEd’01 GEd’05

Class of 2002
Savena J. Allen GEd’02 GEd’02
Yassara N. Antar GEd’02
Chris Bates GEd’02
Michael J. Fried GEd’02
Christopher Todd Gunter GEd’02
Barbara L. Hewitt EdD GrEd’02
Alan K. Johnson GEd’02 GEd’04
Meredith A. Kramer GEd’02
Allan Medwick GEd’02 Gr’04

GrEd’06 
Karen L. H. Owens GEd’02
Herbert M. Turner Gr’02

Class of 2003
John Brewster, Jr. G’03 GEd’03
John M. Calcagni GEd’03
Jennifer L. Creger GEd’03
E. Maria Dantos-Katsaros C’01

GEd’03
Mary DiStanislao GEd’03 GrEd’05
Carol L. Hawkins GrEd’03
John J. Heuer G’92 GrEd’03
Sarah Jewett Gr’03
Penny B. Joines WG’89 GEd’03
Allison E. Karpyn Gr’03
Lois A. MacNamara GrEd’03
Louis G. Marcoccia GrEd’03
Tyrone W. McCombs Gr’03
Amy Nichols GEd’03 GEd’05
Alicia A. Richards GEd’03
Lawrence Miller Schall L’78

GrEd’03
Ruth Shoemaker CGS’02 GEd’03

Gr’06
Karen H. Sibley GrEd’03

Donna M. Steinfeldt GEd’03
Regina R. Vella GEd’03 GEd’04

Gr’06

Class of 2004
Sara P. Allender GEd’04
Kristin S. Amos-Abanyie GEd’04
Deborah A. Bieler Gr’04
Mark Patrick Campbell GrEd’04
Tammy T. Chiang GEd’04
Rev. Michael D. Class GrEd’04
Noah Drezner GEd’04 
Suzette L. Escobar GEd’04
Ashley A. Hard GEd’04 CGS’07
Elyssa S. Koretz C’03 GEd’04
John F. Kucia GrEd’04
Sarah Hatton Lewis GEd’04
Marianne Lipa GEd’04
Rebecca Iverson Mahoney C’00

GEd’04
Elise S. Miller GEd’04
Emily A. Papir C’00 GEd’04
Melissa J. Pearson GEd’04
Eileen Shin CGS’00 GEd’04
Carl Paul Steidel GEd’04
Lori Strauss GEd’04 GEd’05

CGS’06
Steven T. Szilagyi GEd’04
Zarana K. Udani GEd’04 GEd’06
Shuhan C. Wang Gr’04

Class of 2005
Donna Adomat GrEd’05
Sarah A. Beaudry GEd’05
Dorcas L. Colvin GrEd’05
Candace I. Crawford GEd’05
Stefany Daley GEd’05
Rebecca A. Daull GEd’05
M. Edmonds-Lloyd GrEd’05
Thomas J. Farrell GrEd’05
Elizabeth Farwell GEd’05 GEd’06
Jason S. Fritz GEd’05
Amy A. Grippi GEd’05
Paul Hennigan GrEd’05
Patrick M. Joyce GrEd’05
Carol L. Kelley ENG’86 GrEd’05
Jason Lerner GEd’05
Paul B. Long WG’89 GrEd’05
Jason McInnis GEd’05
Kathleen Noonan GEd’05
Paul Lester Olson GrEd’05
Thomas W. Price GrEd’05
Allison M. Pulito GEd’05 GEd’06
Devon Skerritt GEd’05
Luther Tai GrEd’05 
Delceta B. Taylor C’02 GEd’05 L’09
Laurie Worrall GrEd’05

Class of 2006
Elizabeth A. Altschuler GEd’06
Nell Barnes GEd’06
Charmelia D. Bond C’03 GEd’06
Douglas S. Brophy GrEd’06
Laura S. Cappetta, DMD GEd’06

D’07 GD’09
Thomas C. Carroll GrEd’06
Bruce Chamberlin GrEd’06
Sandra Katsiff Dean W’59 GrEd’06
Rodney De Jarnett GrEd’06
Martin Dickerson GrEd’06
Mitchell Jay Ginsburgh GEd’06
Carol Hayes GrEd’06
Rebecca Hutton GrEd’06
Judith L. Madden CW’71 GrEd’06
Margaret J. McKeon GrEd’06
Albert M. Morales GEd’06
Emily Pender GEd’06
Cassandra M. Pickens GEd’06
Lisa Piraino GEd’06
Erika Powell CGS’03 GEd’06
T. R. Richardson III GrEd’06
Lawrence Rudolph GrEd’06
Tanja C. Sargent Gr’06
Anthony Sgro GrEd’06
Joan Singleton GrEd’06
Dione Somerville GrEd’06
William Thygeson Gr’06
Lauren A. Trinker GEd’06
Maureen P. Weatherall GrEd’06
Erin E. Willard GEd’06
Joshua C. Young GEd’06

In memory of:
Marie Piekarski NU’52 GEd’57

gave in memory of Marion
Claire Kroener.

In honor of:
F.C. Vergara GEd’69 gave in honor

of Ralf Preston.
Georgene R. Winick GEd’72 gave in

honor of Avi Winick.
Wendy Branton CW’70 GEd’73

Gr’82 gave in honor of Arthur
Dole, Emeritus Professor of GSE.

Richard Carter C’88 GEd’89
GrEd’98 gave in honor of
Delores Carter.

Regina Vella GEd’03 GEd’04 Gr’06
gave in honor of the
Development Office of Penn
GSE.

New England Institute of
Technology gave in honor of
William Croasdale GEd’62.
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A L U M N I N O T E S

Henrietta Bell Ed’47 writes, “Born in
Atlantic City, NJ on August 21, 1905.
Graduated A.C High School in 1923.
Graduated from the Jewish Hospital School of
Nursing in 1926. After graduating school of
P.H. Nursing, I joined USPHS. Worked in
Maryland, Georgia, Minnesota, Oklahoma,
Arizona (Navajo Res) retired in 1964. Married
in 1960. Operated orange grove in South Texas.
Moved to San Diego in 1978.”

Michael J. Uricheck GEd’65 writes that he
has retired as professor of chemistry after 37
years from Western Connecticut State
University. His research interests included the
chemistry of snake venom and the role of the
element vanadium in the prevention of dental
caries. 

Paul G. Humber C’64 GEd’66 writes with
news about his family. His wife, Prudence
String Humber Nu’66 is executive director of
Alpha Pregnancy Services in Philadelphia.
“This is a Christian agency devoted to helping
women of all backgrounds carry children to
birth and beyond. Counseling, birth training,
support, and clothing are all part of what is pro-
vided free of charge. Christian churches collec-
tively give so this ministry of mercy may con-
tinue. She has been happily married for over 40
years, and has three children and seven grand-
children. Her missionary son, Paul D.
Humber C’95, serves people in Pointe Noire,
Congo. Her daughter, Ruth P. Brittain C’95,
plans to go with her husband and family to
Papua New Guinea for a four-month term of
missionary service.”

Laurence M. Kahn C’69 GEd’71 writes, “At
an age when many of my peers are retired or
thinking about retiring, I am now launched, at
age 60, into my third career (after education and
law).” He works with Help Now, in Medford,

Oregon, which “provides professional advocacy
assistance to those in need, with a focus on 
finding solutions to our clients’ problems or on
resolving their disputes—so long as these prob-
lems or disputes are not legal in nature.” Help
Now’s website is <www.helpnowadvocacy.org>.

Joan C. Barth GEd’72 will publish her book
Wild Pigs in Snow later this year. The book,
which is about an Irish immigrant to New York in
1883, will appear on her website, jcbcoach.com.

Michael Bentley GEd’72 has retired as associ-
ate professor of science education at the
University of Tennessee, Knoxville. He will
make his home in Salem, Virginia. His latest
book is Teaching Constructivist Science K-8:
Nurturing Natural Investigators in the
Standards-Based Classroom (Corwin Press,
2007). He also has a chapter on community-
connected learning in The Manual of Museum
Education (AltaMira Press, 2007).

Cecilia Evans GEd’76 GrEd’85 is the recipi-
ent of the 2007 Marie Whitaker Humanitarian
Award. The Media Fellowship House gives this
award to someone whose life devotion has been
to youth education and family unity and serves
as an inspiration to all.

Nina M. Gussack C’76 GEd’76, Wynnewood,
Pennsylvania, chair of the pharmaceutical and
medical litigation and counseling practice of the
Philadelphia law firm of Pepper Hamilton LLP,
was elected chair of the executive committee in
February. She is the first woman to serve in that
role in the firm’s 117-year history.

Pamela Goren Yohlin C’78 GEd’78 recently
earned a master’s in counseling as well as certifi-
cation in secondary-school counseling. She
works for Cora Services as a full-time counselor
at Archbishop Ryan High School, outside
Philadelphia. Previously she taught Latin at
Springside School, and served as director of
admission and development at the
Meadowbrook School. She and her husband,
Joseph Yohlin C’76, are the parents of
Elizabeth Yohlin C’08 and Hilary, who gradu-

ated in 2004 with dual degrees from Columbia
University and the Jewish Theological Seminary.

Marsha Kline Pruett C’82 GEd’82 writes, “It
has been a long time since I updated you, so I
finally sit down to write. I am currently serving
as the Maconda Brown O’Connor Chair at
Smith College School for Social Work. The
endowed position allows me opportunities to
teach undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral stu-
dents with plenty of time for my own research,
consulting activities, and speaking engage-
ments. Currently, I am part of a small team
developing and testing a randomized clinical
trial of father involvement in psycho-education-
al interventions for low-income families
throughout the state of California in order to
strengthen family relationships and reduce child
abuse/neglect. Our longitudinal data show
extremely promising results. I continue to be
involved in family law teaching and research,
working with lawyers and judges on parenting
plans for children under the age of six, and am
beginning a new investigation into parental relo-
cations and its effect on parent-child relation-
ships. I remember GSE fondly and would wel-
come contact from old friends and colleagues.”

Elaine Samans GrEd’83 writes that 50 years
ago, she started a non-profit, non-denomina-
tional, state-certified, and community-built
early childhood school named Hillview Trout
Run Nursery School and Kindergarten. This
was prompted by her shock at the lack of good
schools near her home. This school was created
in October 1957 with the help both of commu-
nity donations, through fundraisers such as a
sock hop with Dick Clark as the disc jockey, and
of many wonderful, dedicated teachers. Today,
Hillview remains a non-profit school, where
parents are required to volunteer for fundraising
events, cleanup, or classroom duty. The school
celebrated its 50th year on October 1, 2007.

Barbara D. Acosta GEd’84 received her PhD
in Multilingual/Multicultural Education from
George Mason University in 2005. She has

1940s

1980s

1970s

1960s
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won the 2007 AERA outstanding dissertation
award from the Bilingual Education Special
Interest Group. Her research examines the
influence of early literacy instructional practices
on the long-term achievement of English-lan-
guage learners in two-way bilingual immersion
programs. She was recently appointed senior
research scientist/ELL specialist at the George
Washington University Center for Equity and
Excellence in Education. She also continues to
teach adjunct courses at George Mason
University in Multicultural Education, working
with pre-service and in-service teachers to
examine issues of race, social class, gender, cul-
ture, and language within a multicultural social
justice framework. She and her husband,
Francisco, continue in their lifelong pursuit of
social justice as trustees of the Monsignor Oscar
Romero University in El Salvador. Daughter
Margarita (20) is in her second year at Bryn
Mawr, where she is building on her own multi-
lingualism to pursue a degree in linguistics and
Spanish. Gabriela (17) is a junior in high school,
and performed this spring in a production of
City at Peace, which will be written and per-
formed by youth from diverse urban and subur-
ban communities in the Washington, DC, area.

Wendy Kaufman GEd’85 launched her
national executive training company, Balancing
Life’s Issues, Inc., in August 2001. In a brief six
years, not only has she succeeded in making it
past the crucial five-year mark, but the compa-
ny has seen steady growth, making her one of
the most sought-after trainers in the country.
She counts many Fortune 500 companies
among her clients, including IBM, Morgan
Stanley, CitiGroup, Bank of America, and
Coach USA. Wendy brings her personal train-
ing as an industrial psychologist and experience
as a single mother of three—along with her
sharp sense of humor and sense of possibility—
to bear in all of her custom-designed training
programs. In addition, Wendy has also taught
courses in leadership for the American
Management Institute since 2006. She was a
contributing writer in Conversations on Health
& Wellness, with John Gray and Dr. Earl
Mindell (Insight 2004). She is a member of the

American Society of Training and
Development, Human Resources of New York,
and the National Association of Women
Executives. Wendy was a finalist for the 2005
Enterprising Women – Women of the Year
Award.

Carol Slater Smolenski SAS’90 GEd’91 has
been awarded the rank of certified director by
Sweet Adelines International, an international
organization devoted to women’s barbershop
music. The director certification process
requires the demonstration of skill in choral
directing and vocal instruction, rehearsal plan-
ning and group management, analytical listen-
ing, and musicianship. She is currently serving
as assistant director of the Merrimack Valley
Chorus, in Wilmington, Massachusetts. For
more about the group, go to <www.merrimack-
valleychorus.org>.

Tim Johnson GEd’92 says, “I graduated from
Dr. Larkin’s one-year teacher ed master’s pro-
gram in 1992. I am now teaching at Cheltenham
High School, where I have been since 1994. I
am now in my third year of teaching our AP
Calculus BC course (a very challenging course).
For both years so far I have had 100 percent of
my students earn a 3 or better on the AP Exam.
In 1995, 17 out of 20 scored a 5. In 1996, 22 out
of 29 scored a 5. I am very proud of my students
and enjoy telling others of their success.”

Genevieve Butcher GEd’93 G’95 graduated
from Penn with a master’s in English Literature
and a master’s in Secondary Education. She
writes, “I recently published a book and have a
local cable show that has won a national and
some regional awards. The Sport of Motherhood:
Training Tips for a Full and Balanced Life offers
today’s busy mothers a way to pace themselves
for life while leading full lives. Packed with tips
and advice from over 300 interviews and many
workshops, ‘Sport’ is a goal-oriented, step-by-
step training program for moms who run a
‘marathon’ every day and who seek pacing,
endurance, and balance in their lives. You can

also go to <http://www.sportofmotherhood.
com/> to learn more about the award-winning
TV show, boot camps, etc. Stanford University
has included The Sport of Motherhood in its
health library and featured the book at the pre-
mier ‘Mothers Symposium’ at Stanford
University in March.”

Theresa E. Markle GEd’94 is a nurse in the
Gay, Lesbian, Transgender, and AIDs psychi-
atric unit at San Francisco General Hospital,
where she uses her teaching background as a pre-
ceptor to new nurses and student nurses who
train on her unit. Prior to getting her RN license,
Theresa worked with Koko and Ndume at the
Gorilla Foundation for a year. Before that, she
spent several years providing patient education
and support to people with breast cancer and to
family caregivers of people with adult-onset
brain disorders such as Alzheimer’s and
Huntington’s. She lives in San Francisco with her
husband of ten years and their two spoiled dogs.

Margie Linn Gr’95, writes, “I graduated from
GSE in 1995 with a Ph.D. in school psychology
and am currently an associate professor of spe-
cial education at Widener University. I have
been awarded a Fulbright fellowship to teach
and do research in Portugal this spring. I will be
teaching graduates and undergraduate educa-
tion students about learning disabilities and
doing research on cross-cultural models of 
inclusion of children with special needs.”

Delia Turner Gr’96 is the English
Department Chair at the pre-K-12, independ-
ent Haverford School, though she has taught
middle-school English for only four years.
Before that, she was a Lower School science
teacher for ten years. She won the over-50
Veteran World Championships in women’s
sabre in Bath, England in September 2006

Judith Silverman Hodara C’90 GEd’97
GrEd’03 married Dr. Roberto Hodara in
December 2005 in Philadelphia. They met dur-
ing his post-doctoral fellowship on Parkinson’s
Disease at Children’s Hospital, introduced at a
celebration at their synagogue on 18th and

1990s



Fall 2007 |  Penn GSE |  29

Spruce streets. The wedding guest list included
classmates from all her studies at Penn, as well
as from her career at the undergraduate-admis-
sions offices in the Graduate School of
Education and the Wharton School. Her doc-
torate was on quasi-affiliated academic institu-
tions and their roles on the college campus,
through the lens of Hillel at Penn. Currently
she is a senior associate director at Wharton
MBA Admissions, and her husband is a sec-
ond-year resident at Einstein Medical Center in
Philadelphia. While hard at work on her
Spanish—Roberto is from Uruguay—she
would love to connect with friends and class-
mates who come to campus or Philadelphia at
<judiths@ wharton.
upenn.edu>.

Yvonne K. Fulbright, Ph.D.,
GEd’98 writes about sex and
relationships in her upcoming
books. She is also the co-host of
Sirius Maxim Channel 108’s
“Sex Files.” For more  about
Yvonne’s work, go to
<www.yvonnekfulbright.com>.

Gloria J. McNeal GNu’75
GrEd’98 writes of her two
recent honors issued by the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey. She was
named a fellow of the Robert Wood Johnson
Executive Nurse Program and a recipient of the
Governor’s Nursing Merit Award by the New
Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services.

Jennifer Jaye Cheifetz C’97 GEd’00 and
Dr. Andrew T. Cheifetz D’01 GEd’01 proud-
ly announce the birth of their daughter, Layla
Faryn Cheifetz, on March 8. “She was wel-
comed by big brother, Cooper (a year and a
half at the time), who smiles at the sight of his
baby sister, and Gracie (dog), who woefully
retreats to the bedroom, realizing there is now
another child to steal the attention away from
her.” The happy (yet tired) family live in
Amherst, New Hampshire, where Andrew is a

pediatric dentist. They would love to hear from
old friends at <jjcheifetz@gmail.com>.

Angela Becker GEd’01 married Scott
Cleveland in a sunset wedding on a beach in
Costa Rica on August 14, 2007. They are cur-
rently residing in Monmouth Junction, New
Jersey. Angela is working as a guidance coun-
selor in Hillsborough, New Jersey, and Scott
works in logistics for Williams Sonoma. 

Seana Giobbi Valentine CGS’01 GEd’01 and
her husband, Jeremy Valentine EAS’97, joy-

fully announce the birth of their son, Luke
Thomas, on Jan. 31. Big sister Molly, who
turned two on New Year’s Eve, is thrilled about
having a new baby in the house in Wynnewood,
Pennsylvania. Jeremy works as a network
administrator in the technology department of
the Lower Merion School District, and Seana is
currently on leave from her position as literacy
specialist at Penn Wynne Elementary.

Ryan A. Phillips GEd’02 writes, “Currently,
and indefinitely, I am a stay-at-home dad. I get
to spend my days reading lots of Dr. Seuss,

In 2006-07, Gwen T. Samuels GEd’79 received the Japan Fulbright Memorial
Fund Teacher Program Fellowship to attend a three-week study tour of Japan,
where she visited schools, universities, businesses, and local government
offices, and stayed with a host family. 

Back home, Gwen has been following up on her experience with her ESL
students at Franklin Middle School in Somerset, New Jersey. Their year-long
research and emphasis on the nation of Japan was part of the Follow On Plan
Gwen conducted for the Fulbright. 

The project culminated in June with a Japan Day Celebration that featured
exhibits of the students’ research on Japanese life and culture, their essays
about Japan, student artwork inspired by Japanese calligraphy and origami, and

Japanese food, art, and artifacts. All of
the students’ hands-on artwork, includ-
ing their quilts, was correlated to other
subject areas such as Social Studies,
Mathematics, Language Arts, and
English Language Learning, and incor-
porated many skills required on New
Jersey standardized tests.

Says Gwen, “One hundred percent of
the students agreed that the work was
very hard, but very enjoyable and mem-
orable, and all said they would love to
do it again.”

She encourages any educators inter-
ested in a travel experience of education-
al and cultural exchange to contact the
Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Program
at http://www.fulbrightmemorialfund.jp/.

Gwen T. Samuels / GEd’79

AlumniProfile

2000s

ESL Teacher Gwen T. Samuels GEd’79 (second
from right) at Franklin Middle School’s Japan

Day Celebration in June. Her students proudly
display their handmade “We Love Japan”

quilts and their Japanese-inspired artwork.
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Pooh, and Boyton with my two-year-old,
Christian Voltaire (1-25-05), and my four-
month old daughter, Rousseau Ysabella Grace
(2-7-07). And we also love to spend our time
searching for moose in the woods and bogs near
our home here in Maine. This is definitely the
best job I’ll ever have. I can’t imagine a better
feeling than the one I get during a morning
spent watching Christian recite Dr. Seuss’s The
Lorax or Horton Hears a Who word for word
while his sister smiles at him in adoration. My
wife and I were planning to have more kids, but
we ran out of arch-enemy French philosophers
who helped inspire the French Revolution to
name our children after. Feel free to contact me
at <ryanaphillips2@yahoo.com>.”

Derya Erice GEd’03 reports from Ankara,
Turkey, that she is currently on the education
faculty of Abant Izzet Baysal University, in the
department of English Language Teaching. She
works as an ELT instructor teaching courses and
is pursuing her Ph.D. at Gazi University’s ELT
department. Her dissertation addresses the in-
service training of English teachers in Turkey. In

2006, Derya presented at a number of confer-
ences, including a workshop “Tips and Tricks
for Teaching English to Young Learners” work-
shop at the International Postgraduate
Conference in Linguistics and Language
Teaching, held in Adana, Turkey; a paper titled
“Implications of Content and Language
Integrated Learning (CLIL) at School in
Europe” at the International INGED ELT
Conference, in Konya, Turkey; and a paper on
“Aggression Levels of English Language
Teaching Department Students” at the
International Violence in Schools Symposium, in
Istanbul. She also participated in the European
Standards in Language Assessment Conference,
held in Budapest.

Marianne Hogue GEd’03 earned a certificate
in elementary education from Penn GSE
through the literacy internship program in
2003. She reports, “I am currently a lecturer and
curator of the digital-image database in the art
and art history department at the University of
North Carolina, Wilmington. I also teach read-
ing to Mexican ELL students enrolled in the

after-school ASPIRE program at a nearby ele-
mentary school. I feel truly fortunate in that I
have the opportunity to teach at both the uni-
versity and elementary levels.”

Vince Maniaci GrEd’03 was featured in sever-
al news publications this year, including
Business West, The Springfield Reminder, and
The Republican. Since becoming president of
American International College in Springfield,
Massachusetts, in July 2005, Vince has been
credited with turning the school’s extreme
deficit into a spending surplus. 

Gary Raisl GrEd’03 recently became vice
president for Finance and Administration at the
University for Systems Biology in Seattle,
Washington. Gary was formerly the vice presi-
dent for Finance and Administration at the
University of the Sciences in Philadelphia.

Regina Vella GEd’04 is the new director of
Career Development and Advising Services for
Georgia Gwinnett College.

Geneva Walker-Johnson GrEd’04 has been
named the acting vice president of Student
Affairs at Old Dominion University in Norfolk,
Virginia.

On July 6, 40 Penn GSE alumni and students stepped out of their comfort zone
and embarked to South Africa for what some called a “transformational” 

experience. Or, as Sarah Lewis GEd’04 described it, “an awesome combination of
intellectual stimulation and exploration of a new and wonderful country.” 

GSE Assistant Professor Marybeth Gasman has traveled to South Africa in the
past as part of the Executive Doctorate in Higher Education Program, but this year
she opened up the study-abroad opportunity to all students and alumni. “South
Africa is filled with rich resources and gorgeous landscapes,” she says, “but one
must never forget the horrific acts that took place during Apartheid, when racism
was made law.”  

Even today, South Africa has the world’s greatest gap between the rich and the
poor, and the average black family lives on less than $30 a month. Nonetheless,
says Gasman, “It is very easy to go there and not see poverty—one can stay in the
tourist hotels and stay on the tourist routes.” 

The GSE students and alumni covered some of those tourist sites, including Cape

A Different Lens

Marcia S. Weexter CW’73 GEd’74
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Tom Farrell GrEd’05 has been promoted to
associate vice president for Undergraduate and
Individual Giving at the University of
Pennsylvania. Tom, who has been at Penn for
six years, was formerly the assistant vice presi-
dent for Individual Gifts.

Jackie Nealon GrEd’05 and Dennis
DePerro GrEd’06 presented Enrollment
Managers: Getting the Respect We Deserve at
the 2007 New York State Association of College
Admissions Counselors Conference at Hobart
and William Smith College in June. Peter
Jordan, a student in the 2008 cohort of the
Executive Doctorate program, moderated.

Brett Sherman GrEd’05 recently became the
director of Academic Support Services at Empire
State College in New York, New York. Brett was
formerly the director of Adult and Continuing
Education at Pace University in Brooklyn. 

Devon Skerritt GEd’05 began his job as assis-
tant director of Admissions at the Harvard
University Graduate School of Education on
February 20. He and his wife live in Groton,
Massachusetts. His email is dmskerritt@gmail.com 

Luther Tai GrEd’05 is one of the first graduates

of Penn GSE’s Executive Doctorate in Higher
Education program to turn his dissertation into a
book. Corporate E-Learning: An Inside View of
IBM’s Solutions was published in August 2007. 

Dennis DePerro GrEd’06. See Jackie
Nealon GrEd’05.

Dan Martin GrEd’06 has been named presi-
dent of Mount Vernon Nazarene University in
Mount Vernon, Ohio. Dan, who served previ-
ously as the vice president for University
Advancement at Point Loma Nazarene
University in San Diego, California, began his
presidential duties at MVNU in February.

Jim Pellow GrEd’06 began teaching Discovery
New York, a course for freshmen at St. Johns
University in Queens, New York, where he cur-
rently serves as the executive vice president.
Earlier this year, Jim helped bring Pete Hamill,
a Pulitzer-Prize winner and former editor of the
Daily News and The New York Post, to St.
Johns, where he gave a lecture on his book
Downtown, My New York to more than 3,000
students. Jim is also helping to build an innova-
tive study-abroad program at St. Johns, where
students can study abroad in a modular format
in four regions of the world. 

Raj Bellani GrEd’07 was recently promoted to
special assistant to the vice president/dean of the
College and associate dean of Academic
Programs at Colgate University in Hamilton,
New York. He was promoted from the position of
dean of the Sophomore Year Experience at
Colgate. Raj also co-presented, with Nancy
Morrison GrEd’07 and Exec Doc Director
Hilton Hallock, at the NASPA/ACPA Annual
Conference in Orlando in March. Their session
was titled “The Promise and Perils of
Conducting Research at Your Home Institution.”

Brian Bissell GrEd’07 and his wife, Becky,
welcomed their third child, Sarah Faith Bissell,
on October 17, 2006. Brian is vice president for
Business Affairs and Chief Financial Officer at
Colorado Christian University in Lakewood,
Colorado.

James Bryant GrEd’07 is now chairman of
the Higher Education Practice at The Stolar
Foundation, a law firm in St. Louis, Missouri.
Laws, Not Lawyers, an article co-written by
James, appeared as the lead article in the
Summer 2007 issue of the Stanford Social
Innovation Review. A longer version of the arti-
cle will be published later this year in the
Journal of Payment Systems Law.

We want to hear from you!
Please send your news to: Editor, Penn GSE News, University of Pennsylvania, Graduate School
of Education, 3700 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA  19104-6216. Or you may send them via 
e-mail to editor@mail.gse.upenn.edu. Please include your degree and year of graduation. The
deadline for Alumni Notes submissions for the Spring 2008 issue of the Penn GSE Magazine is
March 1, 2008.

Town, Johannesburg, Pretoria, Table Mountain, and Pilansberg
National Park. But they also visited places that provided a forum for
discussion on race and class—places like Soweto, Robben Island, the
Apartheid Museum, Nelson Mandela’s Home, and Kliptown. 

A shanty town just outside of Johannesburg, Kliptown is known
for its lack of infrastructure, of opportunity, of health care. But,
despite the poverty, it has a wealth of spirit and hope. 

For this leg of the visit, Gasman partnered with Bob Nameng and
Sarah Langa, of Soweto Kliptown Youth (SKY). SKY was founded, as
Nameng explains, because “I won’t let any child suffer what I had to.”

For the GSE contingent, the visit was humbling and gratifying.
Humbling because of the children’s joy in the midst of poverty and
gratifying because they had the chance to help their young hosts in a
small way. Before leaving Philadelphia, they had gathered clothes and
books as gifts. And Penn Alexander School students had raised $1,300

to donate toward a new van to transport Kliptown children to school. 
Looking back on the trip, Gasman advises GSE alumni “see the

value of study-abroad programs and the rich educational compo-
nent they offer. It is powerful to be able to see the world through a
different lens.” 

Lewis’s advice is to reconnect with GSE and take advantage of all
the opportunities it offers—both here and abroad. Her fellow alumni
who participated in the South Africa Study Abroad Program would
most certainly concur: they walked into unknown territory and
walked out with a deeper understanding of a different culture. 

—Janice Rafferty

For more information on GSE study-abroad programs for alumni,
contact Janice Rafferty at rafferty@ben.dev.upenn.edu.
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Bill Kiehl GrEd’07 is the editor of America’s
Dialogue with the World, published by the
Public Diplomacy Council. The book, released
in November 2007, is a collection of a dozen
essays by scholars and practitioners of public
diplomacy. Bill is the executive director of the
Public Diplomacy Council in Washington, DC. 

Mary Mazzola GrEd’07 will be co-presenting
a session on Leadership Development programs
in Higher Education at a seminar sponsored by
the Council on Social Work Education. Mary is
the director of Admissions and Recruitment at
the Penn School of Social Policy and Practice. 

Barb Risser GrEd’07 has been appointed
president of Finger Lakes Community College
in Canandaigua, New York.

Nancy Morrison GrEd’07 see  Raj Bellani
GrEd’07.

Michele Perkins GrEd’07 was appointed
interim president of New England College in
Henniker, New Hampshire, in February.
Michele had served as the executive vice presi-
dent since 2003.

At Home
Even his personal life had a Penn connection: his wife Roberta

Breitmeyer Castetter Ed’33 GEd’37 was a fellow ed school graduate and,
during the course of her own career, a Philadelphia public school principal.

As he tells it, they met through the alphabet. “I met her because of
the way we were seated. You were seated a-b-c in the seats. Her name
was Breitmeyer and mine was Castetter so that’s how we met.

“But it took us about a year before we got married,” he explains. And it
was worth the wait. “We had a great time,” Castetter recalls. “We lived in
Upper Darby and found we didn’t have enough room. We looked around
and found a beautiful stone mansion in Radnor. I was up looking at the
garage, and when I came back, Roberta said, ‘We bought the house.’ She
had a ball there. She built a greenhouse, where she grew orchids, and since
we didn’t have enough money to furnish the place, I got my brother-in-
law to teach me about carpentry.” Roberta passed away in 2003. 

Today, Castetter lives in Waverly Heights, a residential community
in Gladwyne. When he and Roberta arrived there in 1986, he started up
a woodshop that’s still going strong. As he gives visitors a tour, he’s
clearly proud of the shop—and with good reason. With a full comple-
ment of tools and machines, it would inspire envy in the most dedicated
woodworker. 

For Castetter, the shop gives him the chance to pursue a craft he loves
and, at the same time, provide a valuable service to his fellow residents.
“I like to design things myself,” he says, pointing to the coffee table that
graces his living room. “And almost every day, I do something for some
resident here, mainly repairing broken chairs.”

Creating New Paths
More than three decades after helping to rescue Penn GSE and more

than six since his tour of duty in World War II, Castetter has once again
rendered an important service. In 2004, he included the School in his
planned giving. As a beneficiary of his estate, Penn GSE will establish the
William B. and Roberta B. Castetter Endowed Fellowship to support stu-
dents unable to meet the cost of a Penn GSE tuition.

Says Castetter, “Back in my day, we had good people, but it never
occurred to us that we needed to create a new path, to change education as
the world changed. Today, the Graduate School of Education is much more
focused on creating those new paths. 

“What I would wish is that these scholarships get used for really cre-
ative people who see what’s going on in the world and who are interested
in improving education—people who are going to make a difference.”

People just like Bill Castetter.  n

continued from page 19

Education Alumni Association Board of Directors, 2007-08

Executive Board 

Matthew O’Malley GEd`95, President

Jeffrey Berger Gr`91, Vice-President

Josh Krall GEd’96, Secretary

Barbara Russo Bravo CW’68 GEd’69,

Historian

EAA Board of Directors

Susan Ben-Abdallah GEd’00

Dr. Jeffrey Berger Gr`91

Barbara Russo Bravo CW’68 GEd’69

Jerry Caponigro Ed’41 GEd’42

Nicole Cappilino GEd’02

G. Davis GrEd’83

Andrea Emmons-Yoon GEd’00

Dr. Cecelia Evans GEd’76 GrEd’85

Marsha Evans GEd’90

Martin Galvin GEd98 GEd’02

Ken Hartman GrEd’94

Rachel Kiehl GEd’02

Josh Krall GEd’96

Sarah Lewis GEd’04

Patricia Louison GEd’01 GrEd’04

Charlotte Moskowitz GEd’64 GrEd’84

Burton Nadler C’75 GEd’78

Matthew O’Malley GEd`95

Lisa Piraino GEd’06

Liz Victoreen GEd’08

Lisa Zappetti GEd’97

                                        



on the outstanding teaching and research of our faculty

on the accomplishments and dedication of our students

on the commitment of our generous alumni

Build the future.

OUR FUTURE IS BUILT…

Your support of the annual fund helps Penn GSE 
provide fellowships for students.

MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY AND HELP BUILD 
THE FUTURE OF PENN GSE

1. Charge your gift to Visa, American Express or MasterCard.

2. Send a check or money order made payable to: Trustees of
the University of Pennsylvania.

3. Give appreciated securities. For details about how to transfer
securities to Penn GSE, call the Office of the Treasurer at
(215) 898-7254.

4. Matching Gifts: If you or your spouse/partner is affiliated with
a company that has a matching gift program, you can obtain
a matching gift form from the personnel office and include
the completed form with your gift.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Office of Development and Alumni Relations

Penn Graduate School of Education

Office of Development

3700 Walnut Street, Suite 223

Philadelphia, PA 19104-6216

(215) 746-0216

www.gse.upenn.edu
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PLAN TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
           Remember the Graduate School of Education

Penn GSE was recently named a beneficiary of
Bill Castetter’s generous estate gift:

One of GSE’s most important sources of individual support,
bequests provide scholarships, loan funds, new buildings, and 
professorships.

Including GSE in your estate plans is as simple as naming 
the school as a beneficiary of your 401(k), IRA, or other 
retirement plan. Or you can designate cash, property, or a 
percentage of your estate through your will or living trust.

Benefits of an Estate Intention
• Make a significant contribution that may otherwise 

not have been possible during your lifetime.

• Remove the value of the estate intention from your 
taxable estate.

• When set up as a percentage, an estate intention 
allows for changes in the value of your assets.

For more information on ways to support GSE,

contact our Office of Gift Planning at 800.223.8236 

or visit us at www.alumni.upenn.edu/giftplanning
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