WAILING WALL NOTES- Watkins Senior Center, 2/27/13
Note: These are the typed versions of the handwritten notes from the Wailing Wall for this forum.  We have redacted them to remove people’s names, and replaced names with roles where known.   We have also omitted those notes in which the handwriting was illegible.
· I am 88 and would like to know how I can reduce taxes for senior citizens. I paid taxes on my property for 51 years. Just would like to lower them – discount for seniors.

· Permit commercial advertising on all buses and buildings for revenues.

· Don’t’ raise taxes for seniors.

· What about legal costs? ie. The cost of lawyers and legal services.

· Impact statements inconsistent. Definitely skewed by not providing both sides of impact.

· Correct the worksheets:

· Include amount of available fund balance [NOTE: This was added to opening PPT]
· Can we really eliminate kindergarten center if PA has adopted the Common Core Standards? [NOTE: An explanation was added to the opening PPT]
· Misleading information on AI. [NOTE: An explanation was added to the opening PPT]
· I dislike playing with a stacked deck. How about an independent evaluation of Upper Darby school district budget. Sort of a …..

· To put tax increase of any kind as low hanging fruit rather than shared pain is ridiculous.

· PA adopted common core.. Common Core required kindergarten so you can’t remove it.

· Impact statement is wrong—arts integration cannot exist without certified arts teachers. To remove them in effect removes the option to have AJ exist.

· Explanations are biased…will skew results. Poor study. DO NOT CUT Specials. Need long term solutions.

· Tax levels/ discounts for Senior Citizens..more input from township leadership

· Harris said that there is a huge amount of information and he picked what was on the form. Please make all info available on line so we can read it and come better prepared to these meetings…
· Impact on sports—money for students. Kids walking the streets. Pension plans –please look at funding – health care costs. 

· Engage community leaders this is not only a school district issue but a township issue..not enough data to support decision to be made.

· Security – do a cost comparison on outsourcing and using township resources.

· Transportation- bring back kindergarten to some of the home schools like aronimink, garrettford.

· Look at discount tokens through septa to eliminate some bus routes

· Go after the 4 million dollars of delinquent taxes..do a sweep of illegal students- at least 200 plus at high school
